
Choosing the right university

•Discussion point

•What factors do you think will be 
important in choosing a 
university? 

•Use the image to create a list of 
factors. 

•Extension task – rank them in 
order. What will your priorities 
be? 



Choosing the right university

If you have already decided on the 
type of course you would like to 
study, there are some things to 
consider when comparing 
different courses, and different 
universities.

This video offers you some advice



Comparing Course Content

• Look at the modules covered in each course and identify which ones 
are most interesting, or relevant to your career aspiration.

• How many lectures are there, and how much group work will be done 
in seminars?

• What does the assessment at the end of each module look like? 
Exams, coursework, presentations, or a combination of all three?

• Who are the tutors, and are they experts in areas you want to learn 
about?

•What subject areas does the university specialise in?



Comparing Universities 

• What subject areas do they specialise in?
• Can you study part of your course abroad, or get help with work 

placements?
• Do they have sports facilities or societies that you would want to join?
• How near to home, a city centre, or the countryside are they?
• What accommodation is available for students?
•Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to your career 

aspirations?
• Can you study abroad or get help with work placements?
•Do they have sports facilities or societies to join?
•How near home, a city center or the countryside are they? 



Choosing the right university for your course

• Attend an open day – preferably in 
person but also online. This is very 
important for you to get a feel for the 
institution, meet the course tutors, see 
the facilities, and explore the local area.

• If you can’t attend an open day, explore 
the campus with a virtual tour.

• Check the application deadline.

• Check the entry requirements – different 
courses and universities will have 
different entry requirements. Some 
universities and colleges make contextual 
offers. This is where the university or 
college considers any barriers you may 
face


