


03  Meet the Editors

04  An Interview with our Head 
Teacher, Mr Walker

05  Photography Competition KS3

06  “The more things change...” State 
and Sidcup, 100 years apart

08  Dance Production 2021 – 
Empowerment through the ages

09  How can we help ease suffering in 
the world today?

10 World Book Day 2022

12  An interview with Alex Wheatle

14  The 97

16  The films I’ve watched so far this 
school year…

17 CSGS Rugby

18 Art

20 Technology

22 An interview with the new school 
captains

22  CSGS 2 truths 1 lie!

24  Literary successes of the year!

26  A day in the life of a sixth form 
student at Chis and Sid

28  How to get rich: junior investment 
opportunities

29  Chronicle Puzzles

30  Young Enterprise Company 
Competition

32  Lit in Colour

33 Quentin Quest!

34  Meet the Team

35 Puzzles Solutions

6

22

10

30 12

18

WHAT’S INSIDE?

02

Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar School



Being Editor-in-Chief for The Chronicle 2022 has 
been a thoroughly enjoyable experience from start 
to finish! 

I have developed really strong leadership and 
communication skills whilst working with the other editors 
and writers, which I’m sure will be helpful in the future. 
Getting the opportunity to read and edit other people’s 
work allowed me an insight into the unique perspectives 
of my fellow students, as well as being able to create a 
finished product which really reflects our school’s ethos. I’m 
so incredibly proud of what we as a team have been able to 
produce and to be a part of the school’s legacy. Researching 
these articles has offered a glimpse into the breadth of 
the school’s influence on both students and the wider 
community, which we hope to extend to the readers. I’d like 
to give a huge thank you to all of the writing team as well 
as all of the facilitating teachers who make The Chronicle 
possible, especially the fantastic Miss Webb. I really 
recommend future Sixth Formers to take up the opportunity 
of being a writer or an editor for The Chronicle, since it is an 
incredibly unique experience which you shouldn’t miss! 

Erin Hateley 12PFR

Being a part of The Chronicle this year as an 
Assistant Editor has been an amazing and eye-
opening experience. 

It has opened my eyes further to the world of journalism 
and advanced my interest in this area of work. I am 
currently studying Government & Politics, Maths and 
German at A-Level and decided to apply for The Chronicle 
to try something different and gain a new skill set. It has 
taught me how to manage a large group of people over an 
extended period whilst making sure deadlines are kept! It 
has opened my eyes to new perspectives on topics which 
I had not previously considered. The Chronicle has shown 
me how much more school is than just a place to teach; 
through the extra-curricular clubs, history of the school 
and the support we receive, I have realised how lucky we 
are to attend this school. I would highly recommend you 
participate in The Chronicle when you get a chance because 
it has helped me learn and given me new ideas about a 
career. You can write an article on whatever interests you, 
whilst sharing your knowledge with the wider school 
community. Congratulations and thank you to everyone 
involved in this year’s edition!

Lucas Greenaway 12ACN

When I was asked to become one of the Assistant 
Editors for this year’s Chronicle, I knew 
immediately that creating such a cherished 

school magazine was going to be an extremely exciting 
undertaking: it certainly was! 

From hearing the variety of different ideas the writers 
had for their articles, deciding what cover we wanted for 
the magazine, as well as just generally collaborating as 
The Chronicle team to make this year’s Chronicle take 
shape – I must admit I have enjoyed the whole process 
greatly. As a student who currently studies History, Music 
and English (with an intent to study Law at university), 
The Chronicle has allowed me to develop my leadership 
and communication skills as well as perseverance- skills 
that will aid both my current studies greatly as well as any 
future endeavours I partake in. It goes without saying that, 
without the contributions of the writers and facilitating 
staff the Chronicle would not be possible; as such, I am 
very grateful for everything the team has done and it has 
truly been a privilege to work with you. To any future CSGS 
student, I would highly recommended involving yourself in 
The Chronicle when the opportunity arises:  it allows you 
to develop key skills you wouldn’t previously gain as well 
as being a very rewarding process upon completion.  To 
me, the CSGS Chronicle allows students to truly express 
themselves – their passions as well as concerns – and give 
unique student perspectives on topics in the wider world; 
so, it has truly been an honour to lead on such a special 
publication. 

Louis Rees 12ABD

MEET THE EDITORS
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What is your favourite part of your job? 

I have the best job in England. There are many things that I 
enjoy about my job, but one of my favourite aspects is when 
students coming back to visit the school once they have 
left. Sometimes students have left many years ago and have 
such fond memories of their experiences. The older students 
get, the more they realise that the person they are is built 
on foundations in this school. The experiences and the 
relationships built here have allowed them to be successful 
in the future which is extremely rewarding and something I 
will never tire of.

What is your favourite part of school being 
back to ‘normal’? 

The obvious thing is that people think it [COVID-19] is over 
but we are still under many rules and regulations such as 
ventilation. There are still students testing positive and 
missing education which is a great concern. The disruption 
being caused is still a great concern. It is about living, 
coping, and dealing with COVID-19 and looking forward 
to the day it does not dominate areas such as exams. In no 
way are we “back to normal” and I look forward to running a 
school not dominated by COVID-19 related issues.

What have you been most proud of in terms of 
the school’s activities this year? 

The school’s activity has been a very interesting journey, in 
regard to separate departments. The Art Department have 
done the most amazing exhibition on surrealism, where 
students have put in an enormous amount of work. If you 
haven’t walked through the Quentin Blake Curve Gallery, it 
is worth it. It shows a department on top of its game with 
students who have taken an enormous amount of time, 
effort, talent and pride in producing amazing pieces of work. 
It is the best department in the country and, if you have any 
doubt, go and look around the Quentin Blake to see why it is 
so popular and so famous. The quality is absolutely superb.

Having not played cricket for a very long time, we have 
been winning our inter-school matches which is amazing. 
The Sixth Form students participated in an inter-school 
University Challenge, which was extremely good fun, and 
these things weren’t impossible until now!

What changes have you recently seen 
throughout the school in regard to the 
softening of measures? 

I recently gave staff permission to remove the Perspex 
covers from their classrooms if they would like to. Having 
the heating on full costing thousands of pounds whilst 
having the doors and windows wide open is something 
which would’ve been very hard to explain to me before 
the pandemic. These are very challenging times and my 
sympathy is, without a doubt, with students taking their 
exams. GCSEs are very difficult for students wanting to 
go to the Sixth Form; people have dreamt, worked hard 
and deserve their place because of this. It is just as hard 
for KS5 students, wanting the top grades and having so 
much destruction and so much uncertainty is something 
so difficult for a young person. We do our best to alleviate 
the stress and pressure but it is everywhere. It is on the 
television, it is in school, at home and I am mindful of how 
difficult it can be.

AN INTERVIEW WITH OUR 
HEAD TEACHER, 
MR WALKER
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Do you have any advice for students dealing 
with exam stress? 

I would be mindful that it is your whole generation that’s 
going through these difficult circumstances. It must feel 
like it is just you and your school but it is your whole 
generation. You are the first year groups to have live 
lessons as opposed to Zooming, do formal examinations 
and go to university after two years of lockdown.  Everyone 
has had a secondary education like no other and that will 
not be without consequence. Getting through it is a great 
achievement but students will be dealing with it for many 
years to come.

Which of the extra-curricular clubs excite 
you?

Netball, rugby, cricket and dance are spectacular at this 
school. I appreciate that they are not for everybody; 
however, for the students that have fully committed, they 
would have had an experience like no other. For instance, 
performing your instrument on a stage with a packed 
audience gives an exhilarating feeling that you will never 
forget. And you can see that! Students take an enormous 
amount of pride performing repertoire they have practised 
hour after hour at school and at home. 

Have you got any advice to the Year 11 and 
Year 13 leavers? 

For Year 11s: do your best to get into the Sixth Form; it 
is a remarkable opportunity. My advice for Year 13 is to 
take full advantage of the opportunities given to you at 
this school. For most students, that will mean going off to 
university, a modern apprenticeship, a gap year or straight 
into employment. Whatever you do, you will be standing 
on very solid foundations.

Are there any facts about the school, which 
some people might not know? 

In my office, the books on my shelf are all written by pupils. 
Obviously, Quentin Blake has a whole shelf of his own, but 
all these books (bar the Bible!) are publications of students’ 
work. I am very proud of them and, if you have not already, 
look at the Hall of Fame on the website. It shows students 
who have reached a national status in whatever field that 
they have chosen. There are many great, famous people 
who have attended this school. It is a real eye opener.

Is there anything you are looking forward to 
over the summer? 

The Leaver’s Ball at the end of Year 13 and the Year 11 
Celebration Evening are events that I always have enjoyed 
and have sadly not been able to happen in the pandemic. 
Both are amazing evenings which are never to be forgotten 
by those who attend. Seeing young people at the very 
start of the next stage of their life is a great honour and 
something which all the staff who attend enjoy.

Any final words? 

It is with great sadness that we will be saying goodbye to 
Year 13, they have been absolutely remarkable and I wish 
them all the very best in the future.

By Lucas Greenaway

Photography is an integral part of modern 
day society; on a large scale, it functions as a 
lens to express universal truths but also, on a 

smaller scale, can be an outlet of emotions for the 
person behind the camera. Out of the numerous 
entries we received, which were all excellent, the 
following stood out:

1st place: Emma Curry 8T
Congratulations to 
Emma for achieving 
first place; she truly 
managed to capture the 
beauty of nature.

The photo shows an 
excellent understanding 
of how to use a camera. 
The peacock occupies 
the focus point of the 
image and the blurred 
background causes the 
enriching colours to stand out even more.

2nd place: Taylor Elliot 9W
This image, captured 
by Taylor, involves a 
creative composition 
that portrays an artistic 
and unique flair.

Taylor clearly uses the 
camera to express 
elements of their 
personality; in this 
particular picture you 
can infer that they have 
a passion for music.

3rd place: Emily Pietersma 7W
Out of all the 
entries we received, 
this captured our 
attention because, 
while the picture 
is indeed beautiful 
the story behind it is 
even more enticing.

Emily said that she 
did a hike for hours to capture this sunny image. 

Well done, this makes me want to go on holiday!

By Holly Shelton and Riccardo Sanna 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION: 
KS3
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“The more things 
change...”:  
State and Sidcup, 
100 years apart

In 2020, there were 15,120 people 
in the UK who were over the age 
of 100 (that number has likely 

risen by only a few thousand in the 
past 2 years), which is only 0.4% 
of the population. That means, 
statistically, it is extremely unlikely 
anybody reading this article knows 
or has spoken to somebody who 
remembers Britain in 1922 – let 
alone somebody who remembers 
Sidcup.

So, yes, 1922 was a long time ago. 
Long enough ago that it has slipped 
out of our present day memory… 

But that only means it’s even more 
important to look back towards. After 
all, the national situation 100 years 
ago bears striking similarities to that 
of the current day and, though the 
past will never give you a one-to-
one prediction of what may come, 
it can certainly give you a little 
understanding – something all too 
valuable in the present day, in an era 
of uncertainty, misinformation and 
doubt. 

First, Sidcup – specifically, CSGS. 
Chislehurst and Sidcup Grammar 
School did not exist in 1922. Actually, 
it was founded 8 years later, in 1930. 
But the (non-)existence of the school 
tells us something about Sidcup itself. 
It did exist – merely smaller - even 
though it was only a small hamlet 
before WW1, the electrification 
and expansion of the railway and 
accompanying station (the very same 
one many of us use to commute to 
school today) prompted the rapid 
expansion of the town, as investors 
and developers scrambled to buy up 
Sidcup’s now non-existent farmland. 

By the time of CSGS’s founding, Sidcup 
had a population of around 12,000, 
and was struggling to cope with the 
increased population – in 1922, this 
expansion was just beginning, which 
neatly ties us to Britain’s situation: 
the entire country was recovering 
and expanding but was still deeply 
affected by the horrors of the past 
decade.

From 1914, Britain suffered through 
the trials of WW1, claiming the lives 
of over 800,000 British soldiers and 
inflicting a deep, psychological wound 
on the national British psyche that 
would pervade the country for the 
next few decades. Combined with a 
flu pandemic that claimed the lives 
of over 200,000 people between late 
1918 and early 1920, Britain saw a 

country that was previously secure, 
living in relative peace and prosperity, 
dragged into an international 
humanitarian disaster. This is very 
much resonant to a truth that I believe 
has been re-ignited in a post-2020 
world, marked as it is by a worsening 
economic crisis, international political 
and social tensions, and the ever-
present but frequently repressed 
horrors of war. 

From 1914, Britain 
suffered through 
the trials of 
WW1, claiming 
the lives of over 
800,000 British 
soldiers and 
inflicting a deep, 
psychological 
wound on the 
national British 
psyche that would 
pervade the 
country for the 
next few decades. 
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While it may seem crass to compare 
the loss of life in WW1 and its 
aftermath to the COVID pandemic on 
paper (COVID had a sixth of the death 
toll experienced in WW1) it cannot be 
denied that the pandemic has shown 
– possibly inflicted – a truth on us all: 
it can, and will, get worse. Perhaps 
not comparable to the psychological 
trauma inflicted on 1922’s Britain, the 
events of the last three years have 
nonetheless caused a similarly deep 
sense of national grief and loss. Those 
who have lost loved ones during the 
pandemic may never recover from the 
wounds sustained from it. And, if not 
nationally then internationally, it can 

get even worse. And in 1922, it did.

Despite the tribulations of the 
previous 8 years, the wider world 
of 1922 was not allowed a respite. 
China was torn apart by civil war, 
various warlords fighting to unify 
the country, and the hundreds of 
millions who lived under oppressive 
European colonial regimes across the 
world were denied basic freedoms 
and liberties despite having fought 
for their colonial overlords during 
the war. In Germany, the post-war 
Weimar democracy was constantly 
under threat from extremist agitation 
and economic turmoil and the former 
Russian Empire, divided by civil war 
caused by the proclamation of the 
Soviet Union, was amid one of its most 
horrific famines, one of many to come 
in both Russia proper, the Ukraine and 
modern Belarus. In no way did the 
world return to its pre-disaster “peace”. 

Sound familiar?

The catastrophic invasion of Ukraine 
by Russia has shattered the illusion 
of worldwide peace, the illusion 
that the world was past its previous 
violent, bellicose nature. After only a 
few months of war, eastern Ukraine 
has been devastated, much of 
the country lying in ruins, and the 
population in Russian-occupied areas 
brutalised, massacred, suppressed or 
“disappeared”. Thousands – tens of 
thousands – are dead, and with any 
attempt at peace seemingly dead in 
the water, the trend of destruction 
and devastation is set to continue. 
And those are merely the effects seen 
within Ukraine – globally, material 
and commodity prices, specifically oil 
and gas prices, have spiked – Britain’s 
cost of living is higher than it has 
ever been, in some part due to the 
Russian invasion. Many thought that 
the pandemic would be the only 
catastrophic thing to happen in the 
2020s, that it couldn’t get worse for 
Britain or the world. And then it did. 
If there is one lesson to take from 
our twin catastrophes, it may well be 
“don’t get comfortable.”

But it may also be “hold out hope.” 
Britain in 1922, despite labour 
agitation and political disturbances, 
was on the up. The economy was 
mostly returning to normal, women 
continued to push for greater political 
rights following the expansion of 
voting rights in 1918, and there was, 
on some level, hope for the future – 
even if it did get worse in the 1930s 
and 40s with the Great Depression 
and World War II, Britain once again 
emerged from those crises as well. 

100 years ago, I’m sure many would 
have adopted the same pessimistic 
outlook some of us hold today, albeit 
with different things to be pessimistic 
about – with how things were going, 
how could the world be called a better 
place, 20 or 50 or 100 years into the 
future? 

By Hugh Costa

But the people 
back then 
were wrong. 
Do you think that a child 
in 1922 Sidcup, looking 
across a now-built-over 
field at the shiny new 
railway station, could 
have even considered 
what life is like for us, 100 
years later? Would they 
know what it feels like to 
be able to live freely, as 
yourself, without fear of 
reprisal or government 
oppression? Would they 
know what progress we 
have made? Understand 
what that means? Even if 
problems persisted, and 
catastrophes continued, 
the international standard 
of living is far better than 
it was in 1922 – people 
enjoy freedoms and 
securities never thought 
possible back then. Life 
may not be good, but it 
certainly is better. Those 
who thought otherwise, 
in distant hamlets and 
electrifying towns, 100 
years ago, were wrong to 
think that it couldn’t be so 
– and don’t for a second 
think you can’t be wrong 
too.
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DANCE PRODUCTION 2021 :  
EMPOWERMENT 
THROUGH THE AGES
This academic year’s dance production had the 

theme of Empowerment through the Ages; it was a 
celebration of our students’ creativity, strength, 

and resilience. Students across all years worked 
together to devise and perform dances to a variety of 
songs. From a beautiful lyrical piece to Alicia Keys’ Girl 
on Fire to a classy tap number to Spice Girls’ Lady is a 
Vamp; this year was a celebration of all that is powerful. 
Of course, a huge proportion of the show’s success 
is due to the Year 13 leaders. They choreographed 
the group dances, offering advice and support to the 
younger students. 

We also wouldn’t have a show without the magnificent 
Ms Gear-Chattam, who organised not only all the dancers 
but all the technical team as well, essentially running the 
show. And, for the first time, students received help and 
choreography from the wonderful Ms North who shared 
her professional dance experience to help elevate the 
dances to a new level. It was due to this team effort that 
this year’s show was so much of a success! 

The Dance Production can be a hallmark of a student’s 
CSGS experience, whether taking part in technical team 
or being on stage themselves. Many friends are made 
across year groups and students can learn more about 
performance through the experience. Being able to take 
part and perform in a proper production with your friends 
is an incredible opportunity which not all schools offer. 

The experiences gained in the show, whether it is 
rehearsing and performing or organising costumes 
or lighting, can be fundamental in someone’s school 
experience, and even their career. Students can look 
forward to learning more about the other styles of dance 
that are performed, from tap to lyrical to Latin as well 
as becoming a leader in Year 13. The experience can be 
challenging at times, but it helps develop resilience and 
encourages students to showcase the talents that they 
have.

I’m someone who has taken part in every Dance Production 
since I was in Year 7, and I have loved every single one. 
We’ve had some great themes, from Movies to Around 
the World, so I’m proud to have joined the CSGS Dance 
Production legacy. I really encourage anyone who is unsure 
about taking part in the next Dance Production to just have 
a go, even if you’re not sure about it. You get a lot of help 
and it’s a really fun experience to do with your friends. 

Learning how to work as team and taking up leadership 
roles are skills that are invaluable throughout life. The 
Dance Production is a great opportunity to have fun, 
boost your confidence and learn all kinds of skills that are 
helpful in later life. We encourage every dancer to have a 
go at auditioning for next year’s show; the environment is 
supportive and inclusive of everyone - it really is lots of fun!

By Erin Hateley
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This past year has been one of 
many triumphs but also one 
of many tragedies following 

recent world events.  The conflict 
in Ukraine and in Afghanistan, as 
well as the recent leak regarding 
abortion rights in the US, has led to 
one question constantly crossing 
many of our minds: how can we 
help?

The global show of unity is really 
powerful at a time of crisis such as this, 
showing how we can all unite. However, 
many will often say, how can I – as one 
person – help to make a difference? 

You can easily make a great 
impact. 
By trying to help, you will encourage 
others and, with more and more people 
encouraged, it leads to a greater show of 
support. You can therefore be a force of 
change to better the future.

It is heroic watching all the 
humanitarian aiders in Eastern Europe 
supporting victims of the current 
crisis in Ukraine.  You can be as helpful 
for many of the displaced victims, a 
majority of whom have had to leave 
their homes with as little as a backpack 
with key essentials. People are having 
to start a new life, a lot of the time in a 
country where they don’t know anyone 
and often can’t speak the language. 
If you can donate financially, you can 
help. Charities on the front line such 
as the Red Cross, Sunflower for Peace, 
and Voices of Children are amazing to 
start with. They are charities supporting 
injured soldiers, children, and adults 

and supplying them with the essentials 
needed which we take for granted, such 
as toilet paper, toothpaste, and baby 
food/formula.

However, if you do not have the means 
to donate financially, that is okay! Even 
writing a letter or leaving a message is 
enough to let people know that they are 
not alone or by volunteering. Examples 
of volunteering can be helping at 
foodbanks, joining charities such as the 
Red Cross, packing boxes to send to 
warzones, or by banding together with 
your community to integrate displaced 
people into our towns, which they now 
call home.

We all know of the power of social 
media; whether it is celebrities and 
their fashion, reality TV or just random 
viral moments - this can be used to 
our advantage. This was prominent in 
the Black Lives Matter Movement with 
Blackout Tuesday, where many posted 
a solid black square as a collective 
action to stand up to racism and police 
brutality. Social media has become 
about more than just posting photos 
about your life: it’s also about educating, 
informing, and teaching people. People 
are opening their minds to ideas they 
may not have been exposed to in the 
past. This is still relevant today and will 
forever be whilst social media is present 
in our lives. By using your following, you 
are still making an impact by continuing 
to inform people. Don’t just be 
performative in your activism and post 
a plain black photo, leaving it at that! 
Instead, inform others, share posts and 
widen other people’s horizons by using 
hashtags – such as #marchforwomen 

and #helpukraine.

With the recent leak regarding Roe vs 
Wade, it is important to not just spread 
the news and sign petitions, but to 
also discuss it, whether it is with your 
classmates, parents/guardian, or your 
teacher. 

We are all able to help ease 
suffering. 
Having an informed mind is important, 
especially in a time where we don’t 
always know the difference between 
real and fake news. We all want to feel 
safe, to be who we are and to be able to 
live our lives without fear. That is why it’s 
the little things that you can do to make 
the world a safer and a better place.

By Lucas Greenaway

How Can we Help Ease 
Suffering in the World Today?

By trying to 
help, you will 
encourage 
others and, 
with more and 
more people 
encouraged, 
it leads to a 
greater show of 
support. You can 
therefore be a 
force of change 
to better the 
future.
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Why is literacy so important?

We need stories to understand ourselves and others. Books have been 
written for centuries spanning every topic and notion you can think of, 
from ancient religious tomes to Darwin’s scientific theories, to the literary 
works of the Bronte sisters. Regular reading stokes your imagination, 
transforms you into an articulate and elegant orator and cultivates your 
capacity for empathy. According to the National Literacy Trust, it is the 
most important factor in dictating a student’s progress – more important 
than socio-economic status. Unfortunately, there are a number of 
disturbing statistics that still exist in our society, with one in six people 
reading below the age of an eleven-
year-old, and by aged sixteen, one 
in twelve people having a working 
vocabulary of only 800 words. In a 
bid to change these statistics and 
encourage our whole community to 
embrace reading, the CSGS English 
team put on a truly wonderful day 
that celebrated reading for pleasure.

     world book day

‘You think your 
pain and your 
heartbreak are 
unprecedented 
in the history of 
the world, but 
then you read.’ 
James Baldwin

On Thursday 3rd March, schools across the nation celebrated 
the power of literature for World Book Day. Set up by the 
charity UNESCO, this year was the 25th anniversary of this 

exciting event, and at CSGS we took part in a number of events to 
highlight the benefits of reading for pleasure. 
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School-wide 
book swap

In the weeks 
leading up to 
World Book Day, 
every student was 
encouraged to 
bring in a book to 
our school-wide 
book swap. The 
donations soon 
piled up, and by the 
day of the event, we 
had over 800 books, 
spanning across key 
stage three to five, 
ready to be given 
away. During break 
and lunchtime, 
students came into 
the main hall and 
perused the books in order to choose one they could take 
home (all for free!). It was wonderful to hear the discussions 
students were having with one another about various 
titles and to see their excitement when they found a book 
they had wanted to read for some time. Not only was this 
an environmentally friendly way to encourage reading, it 
was an opportunity to reach any reluctant readers in our 
community and encourage them to fall back in love with 
reading. 

Cake sale to raise funds for 
the library

Our wonderful PA team also put 
together a succulent cake sale on 
the day. Parents and students were 
extremely generous with their 
culinary donations and students 
flocked to the main hall in their 
break time to get hold of pastries, cupcakes and muffins. All 
in all, £413 was raised. Our librarian, Mrs. Hitchcock, will use 
the proceeds to buy new and exciting titles for the library 
and put on various literacy projects throughout the year. 

It was great to have such spectacular events take place 
on the 25th anniversary of this event. A life-long love 
of reading and the ability to successfully communicate 
gives people the power to change things and advocate 
for themselves. We believe every student should be given 
this gift and reading is a vital component to making this a 
reality. Next year, we hope to make the celebrations bigger 
and better and reach as many students as we possibly can.

The English department

The English department would like to thank everyone who 
took part. In particular, they would like to offer special 
mentions to the PA, the year 13 English prefects, Mrs. 
Hitchcock, Ms. Marnham, Ms. Lynn, and Mrs. Panton for all 
their help on the day. 

By Miss Ballard

The Chronicle 2020-2021

     world book day

Author visit to the school

For the first time in CSGS history, the 
school secured an author to come in 
and discuss literature on World Book 
Day. Alex Wheatle, famous author 
of the ‘Home Girl’ series, spoke to 
students about his life story, explaining 
how he came to love reading and 
writing. Wheatle recently had his 
life story turned into a biopic by the 
esteemed director Steve McQueen 
and you can find out more about his 
life story by reading the interview he 
gave to The Chronicle editors on the 
next page. His talks to students were 
inspirational and included key details 
about his life, texts and writing process. 
Students were even treated to one of 
Wheatle’s famous Brixton-based raps, 
as he reeled off lines of verse, before 
amazing everyone by reversing the 
lines and reciting them all backwards! 
It was inspiring to see his love of words 
and literature shine through, and his 
personal history touched everyone 
who was listening. 
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For World Book Day, renowned author Alex Wheatle 
visited the school. He has written a vast range of 
children’s and young adult books and has won 

multiple awards, including the Guardian Children’s 
Fiction Award for Crongton Knights. He was also the 
topic of one of Steve McQueen’s ‘Small Axe’ anthology 
film series for the BBC. During Alex’s visit, he gave talks 
to the whole of Year 7 and Year 8, met and signed books 
for a few lucky prize winner and kindly agreed to be 
interviewed for the Chronicle.

Alex spent most of his youth in the 1970s in a children’s 
care home in Croydon. As a teenager, he found a sense 
of belonging among the West Indian community and 
performed reggae music under the name of Yardman Irie. 
After spending four months in prison for taking part in the 
Brixton riots, Alex found a love for writing, spurred on by his 
mentor – a Rastafarian man named Simeon who had been 
his cellmate. From there, Alex’s success as a writer was quick 
and, by 2008, he had been awarded a MBE for services to 
literature. 

Q: What are you currently reading?

A: I’ve got such a big pile that I haven’t really got round to 
since Christmas! I think one that I started recently was Upper 
World by Femi Fadugba. I started that, but I’ve been so madly 
busy teaching on University campuses which has kind of 
pulled me away from my reading. I’ve started that but I need 
to finish it.

Q: What do you want to see more young 
people writing about?

A: All kinds of issues and scenarios and situations. I think YA 
and children’s literature is very diverse right now - it didn’t 
used to be when I was growing up. When I was younger, 
it was Enid Blyton and that was about it! I think you could 
call Treasure Island YA if it was published now, and also 
Huckleberry Finn which I enjoyed. My teacher saw that I 
read comics a lot, so she was the one that gave me Treasure 
Island which was fantastic for me. I’m really delighted at the 
way that YA and children’s fiction has developed. You can 
find a narrative that is set anywhere now, so that’s really 
encouraging. Hopefully everyone can find themselves in a 
book now and relate to it. 

Q: What was it like having a part of 
your life directed by an Oscar-winning 
director in the Small Axe film?

A: I’m still pinching myself! I managed to get myself in the 
writer’s room with a group of writers brainstorming ideas, 
which was quite a thing. In my interview I met with the 
producers, then my last interview was with Steve McQueen 
himself! I could barely get my name out I was so nervous! I 
managed to say enough good things to get myself hired for 
the writer’s team. We were sat in this room discussing what 
themes and issues and scenarios we wanted for this TV series. 
Then, around the middle of the second week, Steve came 
in saying that he wanted to depict a young black guy who’s 

had experience of being in institutions and maybe a young 
offender’s prison. 

One of my fellow writers pointed at me saying “Alex, that’s 
you!” And so for the rest of that day I related my tale and 
Steve said “Right, that’s what we’re going to do!” It was really 
overwhelming; my family were shocked. We started shooting 
and I got to meet the characters and the cast - I was invited 
on set which was quite surreal. They had created my hostel 
room, which was quite emotional. They had all my posters on 
the walls, the detail was just incredible. It was almost like I’d 
passed away and I was seeing my life played out! It was really 
an incredible experience.

Q: Young people are often dissuaded 
from arts careers like writing, so 
why should a student pursue an arts 
career?

A: Because not everybody is born to be academic! Sometimes 
we need to express ourselves in different ways, whether it’s 
painting, literature, or craft. Whatever it may be it can help 
you express whatever is going on in your life, and I think 
that’s healthy. Sometimes we go through our lives and we’re 
stressed and don’t know what to do, so if we have an art 
form, at least we can start to vent it out. If you can express 
that in any kind of way, that’s healthy. It always dismays me 
when schools close down their music rooms or cancel their 
art clubs. I think young people should like art, or at least try it, 
because it could be a great benefit to them later on.

Q: What would you say are the biggest 
literary influences in your work?

A: There’s quite a few. Chester Himes, Ralph Ellison, Richard 
Wright, John Steinbeck, Charles Dickens. I guess with Charles 
Dickens it was about the subject matter that he wrote about 
that appealed to me. He didn’t shy away from writing about 
poverty and the life experiences of poor people. He used to 
take walks around central and East London and observe first-
hand the slums and the conditions that young people lived 
in. That’s how Oliver Twist and so many other narratives came 
out, so I’m always attracted to writers like that. Dickens was 
so disgusted at the horrible living conditions that he wrote 
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these narratives to try and persuade 
society to change. In my work, I’ve tried 
to convey that too; if there’s something 
that doesn’t sit right with me from my 
experience living in a children’s home, 
I’m going to write about it and try and 
get people’s attention to learn about 
these people’s lives. That’s where novels 
like Home Girl came from, because 
sometimes these people can be 
missing from children’s fiction. Authors 
like Dickens who particularly wanted to 
represent these life experiences are the 
authors that have influenced me.

Q: Building on that, 
what do you want to see 
changed about history 
curriculums to educate 
people on these kind of 
issues?

A: Obviously you can’t cover everything, 
it’s just impossible. When I was at 
school, history was Henry VIII, the 
Spanish Armada, the Second World War, 
all that. Now the country is much more 
diverse, so what do you do about those 
histories and those narratives so people 
don’t get left out? I think it’s time to 
introduce new narratives, if possible, 
and to correct any inaccuracies in 
history that have been told previously. 
For instance, institutions love to talk 
about William Wilberforce and what 
he did to abolish slavery and so on, 
but that isn’t the whole story! That’s 
why I come in with Cane Warriors and 
Kemosha of the Caribbean, to try and 
correct that. I’ve done my research, I’ve 
been to Jamaica, so I know that there 
were slave revolts almost every other 
day in the Caribbean. Those people that 
led them are not really talked about 
even at University level. There needs 
to be a repositioning of how history is 
being told. It’s not just about the royal 
bloodline, we hardly learn about what 
poor people are doing! I find learning 
about all the kings boring, what about 
the people of Bexleyheath? What were 
they doing at that time? That’s how my 
mind works. I’d much rather learn about 
real people than aristocrats.

Q: What is a piece of 
advice you would give to 
young people wanting 
to start a career in 
writing?

A: Write what you know about. Write 
what you’re passionate about. Write 
what makes you angry, what makes you 
happy. If you obey those rules you’re 
not likely to get stuck. If your passion 
is hockey then write a story about 
hockey!

Q: If you were on a desert 
island and you could 
only bring one book, 
what would it be?

A: Only one! It would have to be Catch a 
Fire by Timothy White, the biography of 
Bob Marley. 

Q: In your novels, 
you often use your 
own made-up slang 
throughout. What’s your 
process for creating 
this new dialect?

A: That came from me being a DJ when 
I was 15, 16. You were always expected 
to go to a party or a dance with new 
lyrics. If you came with old lyrics then 
people would boo you! I kept that 
mentality of always creating something 
new. I read lord of the rings when I was 
21 or 22. Someone gave it to me and 
I was like that’s so long, I can’t read 
that! Eventually I did, and I realised that 
Tolkien is very creative, even creating 
new languages. That really impressed 
me and gave me the freedom to do 
what I did with the Crongton world. 
Also I’m getting older and now I can’t 
quite understand what the kids are 
saying, so to get around it I just thought 
I’ll make up my own! 

Q: What do you think is 
some literature that 
young people should 
definitely read?

A: Just try to get your hands on any 
kind of narrative, look for different 
parts of the world and different issues. 
Try to get out of your comfort zone 
because, once you do, you’re creating 
an understanding of the other, which 
is very important at a school age. The 
more you read about other, the more 
you understand that they are the 
same as you. I saw a remark about the 
horrific crisis in Ukraine where one 
commentator said, “I was really upset 
because these people look like us!” I 
thought, would you not be upset if they 
didn’t? If that person had read more 
widely when they were a child, they 
might not say that. They would have 
developed empathy for others – this is 
what reading can do. 

Q: How would you 
describe yourself as an 
author in a few words?

A: I’m a human being first and that’s 
important. Yes authors are celebrated, 
but I’m no more important than 
a plumber. We learned that in the 
pandemic. We rely on people who work 
in the supermarket, or on the buses. 
I try to keep that common touch and 
recognise that I have just found a skill 
set that makes me creative. That’s the 
journey of education: it’s finding what 
you are good at. That doesn’t mean I’m 
any more important than you.

Q: One last question, how 
do you come up with your 
ideas?

A: Stories come in different ways. 
There’s a story in everything. For 
instance I might see a lollipop lady 
who’s looking very miserable. Me being 
creative, I would go home and think: 
now, why was she having a bad day? 
What kind of a house does she live in? 
Maybe she has children? That’s how my 
mind works: it’s just me!

By Louis Rees and Erin Hateley
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What does being a feminist 
mean to you?

It means fighting for the full humanity 
of women and gender equality. It 
means stop shrinking yourself and 
start raising your expectations. It 
means discovering my pride in being 
a woman. It means knowing women 
don’t exist to serve anyone except 
themselves. And lastly, it means the 
patriarchy serves no-one.

What do you think is the 
future of feminism?

It is exciting. There are a lot of wins 
ahead, many of them will lie in the 
hands of young people. Imagine a 
world where you can wake up free 
from social pressures, receive an 
education that doesn’t limit your 
options, access further education 
or a career free from harassment, 

receive unbiased healthcare and 
experience love without fear. 
Attitudes change over time when 
inequality is acknowledged by the law, 
government, schools, media and any 
large organisation with a significant 
influence on the population e.g. 
Instagram or a particular celebrity. 

What do you think are the 
biggest issues in feminism 
and what do you think the 
school can do to improve this?

How can I speak for all those 
impacted by gender inequality? In 
my experience, I think a big issue is 
communication. When someone has 
experienced prejudice, they will not 
always be listened to, understood, 
or even allowed the voice to speak 
up. When someone hasn’t knowingly 
experienced prejudice, they might 

find it hard to listen, understand or 
not take offence. I think the power 
of empathy is incredible and schools 
have an opportunity to nurture this 
quality in staff and students alike.

How can men be feminists?

The same way women can be 
feminists: educate yourself on 
feminism. Listen to each other. 
Believe each other. Imagine another 
perspective. Learn from each other. 
Use your voice and influence wisely. 
Challenge each other.

Does the society we grow 
up in still have different 
expectations for boys and 
girls?

In short, yes. Expectations have 
changed significantly over time, 
especially regarding careers, choosing 
parenthood, relationships, roles in the 
home, body image and behaviour. I 
think all genders experience unfair 
expectations. There are always 
exceptions – my nonna (Italian 
grandma) still wants me to be the 
Pope!

“Stop finding comfort in other 
women’s flaws” 
Florence Given

“Then when you know better, do 
better”  
Maya Angelou

Feminism is the belief in social, economic and political equality of all 
sexes. Although largely originating in the West, feminism is manifested 
worldwide and is represented by various institutions committed to 

women’s rights. Since the recent Sabina Nessa and Sarah Everard cases, 
we have become increasingly passionate for educating each other about 
the issues women face daily and empowering women to stand up for 
themselves together.  We interviewed the organiser of The “97” club, Miss 
Kalnins, in order to gain an insight into what feminism means to her.

Need help? - Contact us
Young Women’s Trust 

Phone – 02078372019

Email – contact@youngwomentrust.or

Rape Crisis

Phone - 08088029999

Email – rcewinfo@rapecrisis.org.uk

LGBT helpline

Phone – 03453303030

Email – helpline@lgbt.foundation
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Why is The “97” important in school?

I believe it has given a voice to people who 
didn’t necessarily have one (or know they have 
one). It is an intersectional group, meaning 
many different varieties of feminists are part 
of it but it is a community where you will be 
listened to and believed, even if you are not 
completely in agreement. Our first meeting felt 
very powerful as it came at a time when many 
students were shocked by the media coverage 
of the Sarah Everard case. In all honesty, I think 
that moment had a profound effect on me as a 
feminist too.

How is feminism still relevant today?

In the UK alone, the statistics are shocking, 
showing that there is a lot of cultural change 
that needs to happen. Over 24% of all women 
have experienced sexual harassment in their 
lifetime, with women aged 18-24 being the 
most at-risk age group (a horrific 97% have 
experienced harassment of some form). 
Those who identify as LGBTQ+ are even more 
at risk. The culture of normalising violence 
against women is also the same culture that 
downplays men’s mental health. But while 
reports of assault are rising, convictions are 
declining. Feminism is enormously relevant – 
we’ve made progress but there’s more to do.

How can we encourage students to 
participate in activism for minority 
groups?

As a white, British, nondisabled, cisgender* 
woman, I am not a minority. However, I 
acknowledge my privilege means my ally-
ship** is important. This can mean giving 
space for someone else to speak because 
their minority group has not been given a 
voice. It can mean attending groups such as 
Frau Lopez’ Equality Club, even if you don’t 
identify as a minority. It can mean protesting 
something that doesn’t impact you directly. 
And, for students who are in a minority group, 
e.g., LGBTQ+***, BAEM****, being yourself and 
not shrinking for anyone is one of the most 
radical ways to participate in activism.

By Alex Morley and Casey Spunner

“You are not here to be 
consumed” 
Chidera Eggerue aka The 
Slumflower

“Each time a woman stands up for 
herself, without knowing it…she 
stands up for all women”  
Maya Angelou

“I am not free while any woman 
is unfree, even when her shackles 
are very different from my own”  
Audre Lorde

“Teach her that the idea of ‘gender 
roles’ is absolute nonsense” 
Chimamanda Naozi Adichie

*Cisgender- identify with the gender one is assigned at birth

**ally-ship – members of a privileged group who support 
members of a minority group

***LGBTQ+ - The lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer/
questioning community.

****BAEM – Black and Asian ethnic minorities
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Nightmare Alley – 8.4/10
Released in late 2021, director Guillermo de Toro was given 
free reign by his superiors to create a remake of the 1947 
version of the film noir classic: Nightmare Alley. 

The result is somewhat of a triumph.

Having absolutely no expectations going into the film and 
no prior knowledge of the 1947 version, I quickly became 
engrossed in the sinister rapture of this film. It follows a 
conman, Stanley Carlisle (played by Bradley Cooper), in his 
endeavors to ensnare fame and enormous wealth by acting 
as a mind- reader…at the expense of everyone around him 
(including himself). The film introduces the main protagonist 
as undoubtedly unlikeable; this perception is perpetuated 
throughout the film by his constant lust for wealth and fame. 

This was foreshadowed from the beginning as the reason 
for his downfall, thus inviting the audience to feel constantly 
unsettled and uncomfortable, which I think is very clever. 
The general ambiance of the film takes on its own sinister 
tone, with elaborate settings concealing nefarious items 
with characters and props acting in their own demonic ways, 
adding to the unsettling tone of the film. 

My personal highlight of the film is the performance of 
Bradley Cooper. His character has so many layers, whether 
it be his family background, his relationship with women 
or his lust for money. I believe Bradley Cooper successfully 
depicts the despicable lead role required for such a disturbing 
film. Not quite the horror film some people make it out to be, 
but definitely a film which aims to distress and disturb the 
audience: Nightmare Alley is a very well-constructed film. 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them: The Secrets of 
Dumbledore – 4.8/10
Disappointing. That’s a word that you don’t want to come out of your mouth after watching the finale of a film trilogy.  But 
no word is more suitable in regard to this film. The plot follows the climax of the events of the previous movies as Grindelwald 
(Mads Mikkelsen) seeks to create a world in which only the wizarding community rule and all others (including humans) must 
be diminished to nothing. The lead protagonist, Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne), aims to foil the plans of Grindelwald with 
the help of Dumbledore (Jude Law), which inadvertently reveals his dubious past – hence the title.  

The brand-new franchise of 2016 that started with so much flair and promise has been reduced to a very typical ‘save the world’ 
narrative. The pace of the film was mediocre, although the inclusion of some extended sequences with ‘magical’ elements were 
– as they often are – entertaining.  I think my main reservation was that I thought they could have done so much more with this 
film.  From the predicable arc of the narrative and the lack of any character development, to the very underwhelming end to 
the film – I believe they’ve definitely ‘missed a trick’ with this film. Speaking as a big fan of the Harry Potter franchise, it brings 
me no joy to criticise this film but, unfortunately, I felt that this film failed to live up to the hype of its predecessors. 

The Films I’ve Watched 
so Far this School Year... 

The Batman – 8.0/10
Nearly 9 years after the last (stand-alone) Batman film – one must ignore the travesty that Ben Affleck embodied as Batman – 
there were high expectations from many (myself included) for this film. Did it deliver? Well... I believe, on the whole, it did.

Unlike Christopher Nolan’s Batman film, we find this beloved superhero immediately undergoing his aim to transform Gotham 
City into a place which isn’t riddled (pun intended) with crime. Robert Pattinson, the former Twilight vampire, now dons the 
black mask and cape and does indeed bring his own interpretation to the role. More aptly described as a sort of ‘retired gothic 
rockstar’, this iteration of Bruce Wayne is certainly more reclusive and frankly depressing at times – very different from the flashy 
Bruce Waynes of films gone by. Furthermore, upon transforming into the Batman, there are moments of real weakness in him – 
as if his humanity is much more vulnerable and exposed – making his character more relatable and resonant with the audience. 
As the Riddler (Paul Dano) seeks to oust Batman and force him to face his own demons, the movie slowly moves into a disaster 
film. This once again subverts the traditional superhero storyline of Batman, in which the climax is having Batman defeat the 
‘bad guy’.

Two things really impressed in this film: the sound and the action sequences. The film score by Michael Giacchino as well as 
the sound effects really enhanced this film with its more sinister tone, whilst some of the action sequences showed off some 
spectacular choreography and cinematography.  However, there is an argument for some of the faults in the general story arc 
as well as the length of the film. For some, it dragged tirelessly and became altogether quite boring. I’m not sure I hold this view: 
it was a long film, but I felt it was necessary to cover everything required of a more adventurous superhero movie. Overall, a very 
enjoyable movie that might have surpassed my own expectations.

By Louis Rees
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The Films I’ve Watched 
so Far this School Year... 

How does the team keep up 
morale after games?
They prefer to focus on the wins that 
they make together rather than the 
losses. It is a healthier way of coping. 
It’s also important to remember 
that rugby is a team sport so the 
responsibility can never solely land on 
one person. The team commit to their 
training and gain motivation from 
their coaches to keep them in high 
spirits for the games ahead. 

What is their meal plan the 
day of their matches?
The team drink a lot of water to 
stay hydrated and eat a lot of 
carbohydrates. This allows them to 
have a lot of energy for the duration 
of the game and for the celebrations 
after (hopefully!).  Tom Ramsey and 
John Ojo-Adegboye (School Captain) 
agreed that it is important to eat a 
meal that’s “high in protein and carbs, 
such as chicken, rice and vegetables” 

What do the coaches look for 
in a successful player?
They are looking for skill, being able to 
continuously perform, and confidence. 
Rugby is all about teamwork, so the 
bonds between players are strong 
even off the pitch. You have to be 
willing to always put in maximum 
effort in order to better your fitness, 
mobility and coordination. 

What skills does playing a 
team sport 
bring?
Commitment, 
determination, 
teambuilding, 
communication. 
The sport can 
also help boost 
self-esteem and 
create a sense of 
community. 

How are the friendships 
within the team?
Many of the players – new to the 
school and alumni – met through the 
rugby team. Their friendships have 
flourished throughout the course of 
the season and they are excited to 
work as a team for future seasons.

How does the team celebrate 
wins?
The players frequently go out to 
celebrate their wins, either for a curry 
or a themed party, (for which they 
take the costumes very seriously). 
This is a fantastic way for the team 
to support one another and to enjoy 
each other’s company. 

What do the meet ups consist 
of?
There are certain themes for each 
meet up that the players decide. Some 
of these themes include the players 
wearing their native country attires or 
dressing as someone famous. 

What are the team’s biggest 
achievements?
The school is known for its rugby 
team and their many achievements; 
we commend the efforts of the entire 
team. A game that was particularly 
thrilling was the game between 
Chislehurst and Sidcup and St Olaves. 

Each player was able to apply their 
skills to the game and, whilst the 
results didn’t culminate in wins across 
the board, the performance by all the 
teams was incredibly impressive. In 
particular, Luke Stubbs, the team’s 
fly-half, stunned the crowd with his 
precision and pace and was able to 
lead the second team to victory. 

What advice do you give to 
newcomers?
Show that you are devoted to the 
sport and the individuals that are a 
part of the team. Despite needing 
to show your skills, teamwork is 
ultimately the biggest factor of the 
team’s success. John Ojo-Adegboye 
recommends to “be open minded and 
ready to try new things.” Similarly, Tom 
Ramsey states the most important 
thing is to “have fun and get involved “.

How do the players cope 
with failure and come back 
stronger next time?
The players’ competitiveness drives 
them to succeed in their future games. 
They don’t allow losses to bring down 
morale and they only focus on the 
improvements that can be made for 
the next game. 

How much do you love the 
coaches? 
The coaches offer support to all the 
players throughout the whole season. 
They constantly offer feedback to 
players in order for them to improve. 
This advice is appreciated and taken 
on board by the team. 

By Esme Drislane, Maya Jagpal, and 
Danielle Cook

At CSGS, we are very proud of our lively 
sports activities. Promoting teamwork 
and healthy competition, each sport 
practised at school has its own unique 
draw. Members of the rugby team wished 
to speak further on their team, in order 
to encourage younger aspiring rugby 
players to gain the courage to join the 
team and have a wholesome experience.

RUGBY WITHIN 
CSGS
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1. Firstly, a huge congratulations on 
becoming School Captains – It’s very 
well deserved! What did you learn 
from the process of becoming School 
Captains? Did you discover new 
things about yourself?

Grace:  Thank you, I’m very excited to give 
back to the school community. Public 
speaking has always been something I’ve 
struggled with, which means, with every 
speech I make, I’m taking myself out of my 
comfort zone. I was really nervous before 
the start of this process but it has taught 
me that I can do it. I can write and deliver 
a speech if I have the confidence to do 
so.  I’ve learned to be confident in myself 
and my achievements; I almost didn’t 
apply because I lacked the confidence 
in my ability, meaning I thought that my 
application wouldn’t be strong enough. 
Thankfully, I decided to go for it and I’m 
so glad that I did! I urge every student to 
go for that position, or competition, or 
opportunity. The hardest part for me was 
applying; be confident in yourself.

John-Claude: Thank you! One significant 
thing I’ve learned from this process is 
how to present my ideas in a manner 
that is understandable and relatable. For 
example, in my speech I spoke about 
the disproportional representation 
of disadvantaged students in higher 
education. This is a subject I’m very 
passionate about and the ability to convey 
my thoughts effectively is one I have been 
able to cultivate throughout the process of 
becoming School Captain. I’ve also had to 
learn how to employ character traits such 
as resilience, courage and compassion 
in new situations. This has helped me to 
discover my ability to adapt to changes 
when it is necessary. Hopefully, I can 
promote these character traits and skills 
within my peers.

2. Now that you are the new School 
Captains, what are you most looking 
forward to doing in your new roles?

Grace: Life has been crazy for the past 
two years due to the pandemic. I, as I 
know many of us did, felt isolated from 
my friends and peers, which made school 
really hard for me. Now that we’re back, 
I really want to use my role as School 
Captain to restore life at CSGS to how it 
was pre-pandemic, by working with my 
team to encourage student integration 
and involvement. To do this, our team is 

going to be as visible as possible, meaning 
we will take every opportunity to arrange 
events and competitions to encourage 
every member of the school community 
to get involved. I’m also really excited to 
work on implementing more relevant 
enrichment activities.

John-Claude: As a School Captain, I’m 
in the fortunate position to implement 
positive changes within the school. 
Considering my primary role is to work 
with the House Captains, I’m keen to add 
more house competitions to the school in 
the form of sports as well as academics. I 
believe healthy competition is a perfect 
way to improve morale within the school 
community, giving the opportunity for 
younger students to feel involved and 
valued within the school. Equally, through 
mediums such as a buddy system and 
regular visits to forms, I aim to build back 
the relations between older and younger 
students in an effort to create a friendlier 
learning environment.

3. Who would you say are the people 
who inspire you...? Who are your role 
models?

Grace:  My biggest role models are my 
parents. My dad has always supported and 
encouraged me, whether that’s helping 
me rehearse my lines for my primary 
school’s Nativity, or for my School Captain 
speech. I have always respected and 
admired the way he can get up in front of 
a crowd and speak, delivering engaging 
speeches no matter how little time he has 
to prepare. This is what make me want 
to push myself to get better at public 
speaking myself. My mum inspires me with 
her ability to walk into any social situation 
and make easy conversation. As School 
Captain, I need to be more like my mum. 
I need to be able to talk to anyone in the 
school, whether that’s the new Year 7s or 
people from my own year, whilst making 
them feel comfortable and like they can 
talk to me. 

John-Claude: There are a number of 
people who come to mind when I think 
of those that inspire me. Ranging from 
friends to relatives and to teachers. 
However, my family have definitely had 
the biggest impact on my personal 
growth. For instance, as the youngest 
of three, I’m inspired by how my older 
siblings have grown and developed in 
adulthood. Having already gone through 

many of my current experiences, I’m able 
to learn from their past mistakes as well 
as their successes. I also find that seeing 
others succeed around me greatly inspires 
and motivates me. This is one reason 
why I aim to celebrate the academic and 
sporting success of CSGS students as 
School Captain.

4. Each year the School Captains 
leave their own mark on the school... 
in one years’ time what would 
you want to be your legacy as you 
pass the mantle to the next School 
Captains?

Grace: I hope that my legacy as School 
Captain is to leave the school a more 
closely knit community. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we were either 
isolated at home, or separated into 
our forms and year groups. This has 
us all feeling really separated. I hope 
that my legacy is to have rebuilt the 
connections between students, returning 
to the integrated and involved school 
community we had before Covid.

John-Claude:  I’d be extremely proud to 
know that I, alongside Grace, played a 
part in revitalising the school community 
after the events of the pandemic. I hope to 
make students feel proud of their school as 
well as their own achievements-whether 
that be through house competitions, 
academic success or extra-curricular 
involvement. Hopefully this will be my 
legacy by the time I hand over the mantle 
to the next School Captains.

5. Could you define what it means to 
be a School Captain at CSGS - in as 
few words as possible?

Grace:  Being a School Captain is to be a 
positive example, to be visible and ready 
to help anyone in the CSGS community.

John-Claude: It means providing a 
voice for CSGS students and having the 
privilege, as well as responsibility, of being 
a role model to all.

An Interview with  
the School Captains
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Miss Ballard

I play the drums.

I have a masters in 
Shakespeare studies from 
KCL.

I have backpacked around 
the whole of China.

Mr Champion 

I can speak German.

When I was 15, I broke my 
arm. 

I once bungee jumped from 
50 meters.

Ms Lopez

Jennifer Lopez is my second 
cousin.

I have lived in three foreign 
countries.

I met Tom Daley at 
Heathrow Airport.

Ms Forsberg 

I have worked as a Croupier, 
dealing cards in a casino.

I got an A* in horseback 
riding in school.

I have taken a helicopter 
ride over Niagara Falls.

2 TRUTHS
1 LIE...6. Could you tell the readers a little bit about what you have been up 

to this year? Did you participate in any extra-curricular activities? 
Have you competed in any competitions recently?

Grace:  This year was the first proper year after Covid, and if the pandemic 
taught me anything it was not to take the opportunities the school provides 
for granted. At the beginning of the school year, I joined multiple clubs, to get 
really involved. 

The first club I joined was the Young Enterprise Club, in which students take 
part in an international business running competition. Our team, Craft Corner, 
created a sustainable craft business. This has honestly been an amazing 
experience, and a real way to learn valuable skills. This competition gave me 
multiple opportunities to partake in interviews, speak in front of crowds, plan 
events and have efficient meetings. I have also joined the school’s Charity 
Committee, which again has helped me develop my event planning skills. 
I’ve had a great time working with the charity team to give back to the school 
community. This is also why I chose to join the mentoring scheme this year, to 
help some of the Year 11s as they came up to their GCSEs. I really threw myself 
into the clubs this year, taking every opportunity presented. In previous 
years, I’ve never really bothered much with clubs but I’m so glad I decided to 
be more involved this year. Each club has helped me gain new skills and has 
given me some of my best experiences this school year.

John-Claude: Sure. I really aimed to expose myself to as many opportunities 
as possible this year, and from each of those opportunities I have gained at 
least one beneficial skill or lesson.

Perhaps my biggest extra-curricular commitment this year was as a member 
of a Young Enterprise company. Our business, Balls for All, aimed to tackle 
the stress students face by selling handmade stress balls. I learnt how to 
effectively pitch and discuss ideas, as well as develop my interview and 
presentation skills. All of which proved useful in the School Officer application 
process and are skills I can further utilise as School Captain.

Playing in the Senior Rugby Squad this season, I experienced the high levels 
of camaraderie and enthusiasm that has been lacking in the school. I aim to 
introduce this back into the wider school community through more house 
competitions. Whilst competing alongside my teammates, I found myself 
forming friendships with older and younger students. I once again aim to 
bring back this close contact between year groups.

I also really enjoyed being involved in the Astro Pi Competition this year. As a 
group of Computer Science students, we coded a temperature sensor which 
will be in competition to be ran on the International Space Station. Seeing the 
real world applications of concepts we have been taught in class was great. 
I found that challenges like this, and others like the Senior Mathematics and 
Senior Physics Challenges, sparked my intellectual curiosity.

7. What advice would you give to your younger Year 7 self, now that 
you are approaching being the most senior students in the school?

Grace: The main advice I would give to my Year 7 self is to be confident in 
my abilities. I have always struggled to believe in myself, to believe that I am 
intelligent enough to get the grades I want, or to go for leadership roles. I 
would tell myself that I should be more confident and not let the self-doubt 
hold me back.

John-Claude: My advice for my younger Year 7 self would be to enjoy the 
time while it lasts and make as many memories as you can. As cliché as it 
sounds, the years go by very quickly!

By Louis Rees ?

?

By Ashwin Amritand and Ruby Geelan
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Winner: Through Yonder Window by 
Taylor Elliott (9W)

Gouge my eyes out with a spoon

Feed them to me, perchance I see

Who you are

Or what you mean

The world’s weight rests upon my 
shoulders

Atlas, call me Atlas

The world is not your friend my love

It’s one forest fire away from lifeless

Home is where you leave your heart

To rot and grow and fall apart

Art is nothing, death is life

Curtains billow in the dead of night

Literary Successes 

of the Year! This year has been fantastic 
for literary success, both inside 
and outside of The Chronicle-
run competitions. CSGS 
students have excelled in their 
poetry and essay writing, 
as well as opportunities for 
further literary development. 

The story of this poem is based 
on a modern version of Romeo 
and Juliet, me being Juliet.

In the first stanza, I describe 
being painfully and unhealthily 
in love. I am so willing to love 
them and stand by them no 
matter what they say that I 
would let them tear me apart 
just to know that they are right. 

In the second stanza, I try to 
tie it further into Romeo and 
Juliet. The last two lines are me 
saying to my love that world 
does not want us, it is not ready 
for us and that we should find 
someplace else to be ourselves, 
similar to Romeo and Juliet’s 
forbidden love due to their rival 
families.

The last stanza is some form 
of recognition or closure. I left 
my heart out in the summer 
heat for too long and now it’s 
rotten to the core. Nothing else 
means anything if I cannot love. 
So, I escape through an open 
window, the curtains billowing 
as I seek out some meaning, 
some way to repair myself.

Runner up: Flaming Identity by Mimi 
Nait-Attia (8D)

Who am I?

I’m a refugee,

Declare to be,

People see,

Me as filthy,

As acting revoltingly,

A conclusion set stolidly,

A ghastly person,

Ravenous, cadaverous, querulous,

Another burden,

Stranger, manger, danger,

Only a version,

Of the truth,

Embedded into youth,

Perceive as a thief,

Living forever in grief,

No choice,

No voice,

Though I’m a silent survivor,

A striver,

I’m a refugee,

With an identity,

That furiously flames inside of me,

Cultural diversity,

Natural beauty,

Who am I?

I’m proud;

I’m a refugee.

Congratulations to both the winner 
and the runner up – the standard of 
poetry here is excellent! 

If you’re interested in creative writing 
at all, look out for the return of the 
creative writing club in September! 
Also, the Foyle Young Poets award 
is open for entries until the 31st July 
which is free to enter and a great 
opportunity. 

Chronicle Poetry Competition

In February 2022, we asked the students of CSGS to submit their best poetry to 
The Chronicle. There was no form or linguistic theme, but we are proud to present 
to you the winning poem and the runner up! The winner, Taylor Elliott, has also 
provided some notes on their meaning and the process behind the poem.
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Extract from Chloe Joyce’s Essay...

…In defence of the Prime Minister, he led the country 
through the biggest emergency since the Second 
World War; his COVID legislation and restrictions 
prevented more people dying and the UK became the 
first country in the world to deploy an approved COVID 
vaccine. 

Hundreds of millions of doses were administered 
quickly, due to early conversations about vaccines for 
the UK and regulatory approval and contracts signed 
to buy doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine. This 
success allowed Johnson to deflect criticism. However, 
there have been many accusations of cronyism, 
with contracts signed with friends and associates of 
government ministers.

In the notoriously messy world of politics, can we 
expect politicians to keep their hands clean to get 
things done? Is it preferable for politicians to have a 
Realpolitik approach to get the nation through a time 
of hardship, rather than being completely bound to 
ethics and morals?

The leader of the opposition, Keir Starmer, is being 
investigated for breaching lockdown rules and has 
offered to resign if he receives a penalty charge 
notice, which shows an admirable attitude in taking 
responsibility. Whether the statement given by Starmer 
is to show his high principles or to detract from 
accusations of hypocrisy, it is uncertain….

Cambridge Language 
Collective Essay Competition 
2022

The Chronicle would also like to give a massive 
congratulations to Chloe Joyce in Year 10 for her entry 
to the CLC essay competition! She wrote a brilliant essay 
in response to the prompt “examine a controversy that 
has been prominently discussed in your chosen country, 
exploring your own personal approach to the issue”. The 
competition is free to enter and is a great addition to 
any CV or personal statement. A multitude of prompts 
are available, based on subjects ranging from MFL to 
society and politics, so whatever your interest, it’s a great 
opportunity to explore your subject further. 

Here is what Chloe said about the competition:

“I entered the Cambridge Language Collective essay 
competition after hearing about it from Mr Dawson; I really 
enjoyed the freedom to write a piece of opinion journalism 
away from the constraints of the school curriculum. 
I relished writing a piece examining the controversy 
surrounding the “party-gate” scandal, as well as the role of 
public trust in political leaders. I have not heard how well 
I have done, but it was an excellent experience regardless 
and I would urge students to participate in future 
competitions.”

Tower Poetry Prize

As a bonus, here is the poem 
that won 2nd place for the 
Tower Poetry Prize 2022 on 
the theme of “Dream”. The 
competition is free to enter 
for students aged 16-18 and is 
run by Christ Church College, 
Oxford University. The top 
prize is £3000, making it the most valuable young poet’s 
competition in the UK. If you are of age, entry is strongly 
encouraged as it is a great opportunity!

Most people forget their dreams but I know them so I 
wrote them all down for you ...

dreams should be scrawled 
on the underside of tears // 
dreams should kiss the children 
goodnight when their ears are 
cold // dreams should be the 
raw palms of father’s applause 
// dreams should be that dusty 
guitar // dreams should be that look a boy steals at another 
boy that is short enough to pass unnoticed but long enough 
to last the entire day plus the walk home // dreams should 
be the space between a fish and the glass // dreams should 
be nail varnish in a paper cut // dreams should be the 
echo of an echo of your name that was never really there 
// dreams should set an ice lolly on fire // dreams should 
be the rotting lemon in the back of the fridge from a long 
forgotten pancake day // dreams should be the thorns in 
your throat after you planted it without thinking // dreams 
should be the soft, smooth curve of a dead pigeon’s chest 
// dreams should be as angry as the sound of the word 
Worcestershire // dreams should be orange or blackcurrant, 
dear? //  dreams should be a sticky carpet // dreams should 
be the old photographs sporting dusted dust // dreams 
should be a forehead stained with boxed black hair dye // 
dreams should be graffiti on the sun // dreams should be 
shorn hair in a halo around your feet //  dreams should be 
the liquid eyes in Hiroshima // dreams should be the cold 
silence of Uranium-235 // dreams should be a butterfly 
landing on a nose // dreams should be a sneeze so loud 
it wakes up grandad // dreams should be a goodbye that 
wasn’t good enough or bye enough // dreams should be 
giggled swear words in a quiet classroom // dreams should 
be the ee between 
dr- and -m // 
dreams should be a 
burned love letter 
// dreams should 
be a head that you 
never see the face 
of // dreams should 
be queued up in 
your subconscious, 
waiting to be 
forgotten.

By Erin Hateley
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF  
A SIXTH FORM STUDENT 
AT CSGS
Whether you’re in Year 11 and taking your GCSEs 

or in Year 9 choosing your GCSE subjects: 
decision time for Sixth Form options will come 

around a lot sooner than you think. We want to aid you 
in making the right choice for your post-16 education by 
informing you of the main differences between GCSEs 
and A-Levels. So, use this as your guide to the excellent 
Sixth Form here at Chis and Sid!

In  Sixth Form, all students are required to study three 
A-Levels accompanied by an either an EPQ (the Extended 
Project Qualification) or an AS Level (studying only the first 
full year of an A level course and receiving a qualification 
after an exam). For students who really wish to challenge 
themselves, they can study four full A-Levels. As you start 
the process of moving into the Sixth Form, your teachers 
and the Sixth Form team will talk to you more about these 
options and what they consist of. 

To give a new perspective of what daily life could look like 
for you in Sixth Form, I have chosen to interview Year 12 
student Zuleka Stephenson, who will walk you through her 
typical day. Zuleka is studying geography, product design 
and psychology. She also partakes in a multitude of extra-
curricular activities such as netball club, volunteering at her 
Brownies club and running a small business through the 
Young Enterprise programme on the side. 

Zuleka starts her school day in form time where she will 
complete work or revision for the day. Alternatively, she 
takes part in form time activities which are often related to 
UCAS applications or PSHE work. 

A Sixth Former’s timetable is taken up by lessons, EPQ 
sessions or private study sessions and Zuleka’s is no 
exception. Both EPQ and Private Study sessions are 
specific to Sixth Form and allow students to independently 
complete their work - you are responsible for the work you 
choose to do. This gives you more freedom to work on your 
A-Level subjects, in contrast to GCSEs, where your work was 
constantly monitored by your teachers. In her Private Study 
sessions, Zuleka will either complete homework, organise 
her business (Craft Corner) or read outside her subjects’ 
specifications. Reading around your subjects is extremely 
important for accessing higher grades at A-Level although 
not necessary at GCSE.
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At lunch, Sixth Formers are free to go off-site - another 
difference to Years 7-11. You will notice that, in Sixth Form, 
you are treated as a young adult, which prepares you 
for university or apprenticeships later in your education. 
However, you can choose to stay on-site at take part in the 
extra-curricular activities put on for students. On Tuesday 
lunchtimes, Zuleka keeps herself busy by running Young 
Enterprise Craft Corner meetings as well as attending 
volunteering and netball club on Thursdays. Students can 
also create new clubs - for example, ‘The 97’ is a newly 
formed club which tackles issues surrounding sexual 
harassment. Other clubs include the charity committee, 
music clubs, sports clubs and more. All of these add to the 
plethora of skills that are necessary to be successful within 
your chosen career after school. 

The Sixth Form also offers a mentoring programme for 
students to share their knowledge on subjects they love to 
others lower down the school who may be struggling. 

This not only looks great on your UCAS application 
but it also helps students develop communication and 
organisational skills. 

 As you can tell, there is a lot to get involved in during your 
time here at the CSGS Sixth Form. It’s important immerse 
yourself in as much as you can and find something you 
are passionate about, allowing yourself to develop skills to 
carry through to university or future jobs. A-Levels really 
give you the opportunity to focus on three or four subjects 
you show interest in and wish to study further. Finally, 
the CSGS Sixth Form team ensures that the transition 
between Year 11 to Year 12 is smooth. They are extremely 
passionate about making sure that you are happy and are 
doing enough to stay on top of your UCAS applications. 
I encourage you to take the opportunity of continuing 
to study at CSGS, as the school offers huge amounts of 
support to help you be in the best position for your post-18 
education.

By Tia Khan

You will notice 
that, in Sixth Form, 
you are treated 
as a young adult, 
which prepares you 
for university or 
apprenticeships 
later in your 
education. 
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HOW TO GET RICH:   
JUNIOR INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
Investment is something that 

may seem daunting…yet it 
should not be feared! Rather, it 

should be seen as an opportunity 
to accumulate wealth. But, why 
bother?

After COVID, the government decided 
to lower the interest rate (this is the 
cost of borrowing money from banks 
and the reward for saving). The base 
interest rate was cut to 0.1% to help 
the economy recover and stimulate 
spending in the country, yet this 
means that money in a savings 
account has no longer become a 
viable option for gaining wealth. 

Another damaging impact of COVID 
has been rising inflation. This is due 
to supply chain constraints but also 
higher demand for goods as countries 
open up after lockdowns. High levels 
of inflation coupled with low interest 
rates mean that, in real terms, your 
money is depreciating in value in a 
savings account. 

BUT there is another way…

Investment!

Investment is the practice of buying 
and selling companies’ shares, funds, 
bonds or commodities.

Shares: When a company’s ownership 
is transferred from the private to 
the public sector, it becomes a 
public limited company and is able 
to float on the stock exchange. This 
means that YOU are able to become 
a shareholder in that company by 
buying a small percentage of the 
company itself. The price of the shares 
fluctuates throughout the day and is 
determined by supply and demand, 
as well as the performance of the 
company itself. 

Funds: Funds are groups of shares 
pooled together, reflecting a 
particular industry. Therefore, it is 
possible to invest in certain sectors 
of the economy that YOU believe will 
perform well. The value of funds is not 
determined by supply and demand, 
rather the underlying value of the 
assets it holds. They are priced once 
during the day, usually at midday. 

Bonds: There are two types of bond 
- government bonds and corporate 
bonds. When a government or 
corporation needs money, they issue 
debt, which is bought by investors. In 
return, YOU receive monthly interest 
payments, known as a yield, until the 
bond reaches maturity, at which point 
you get your money back. The price of 
a bond is in inverse proportion to its 
yield. 

However, it may be difficult to 
know whether to invest in shares, 
funds, bonds or a mixture of all 
three. Therefore, you can tailor 
your investment strategies by 
understanding the degree of risk 
involved, thus allowing for you to 
develop a portfolio based on the risk 
you are willing to take. 

 Low Risk 

• Low risk investments are designed 
to protect capital from inflation and 
taxation. Also, during a recession, 
a low risk portfolio would not 
depreciate too much in value. 

• A low risk portfolio would entail 
investing in corporate and 
government bonds, and maybe 
some funds.  

 Medium Risk 

• Medium risk investments are likely 
to be diversified over a number of 
different industries, as to spread risk 
(not putting all your eggs in one 
basket). 

• A medium risk portfolio would 
involve investing in tracker funds 
- which track a particular index, 
usually with over 100 shares, with 
some low risk shares in stable 
industries.
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 High Risk

• High risk investments will narrowly invest in a 
high-risk industry which the investor believes will 
perform well. During a recession, losses will be 
exacerbated, explaining the higher risk involved.

• A high risk portfolio would entail investing in 
shares listed on the AIM index, which targets 
small startup companies, or exchange traded 
funds (ETFs).

However, there are alternative means of 
investment:

Exchange traded funds: ETFs are simply funds 
whose value is not determined once a day, but 
changes throughout the day. They have a higher 
volatility than ordinary funds and therefore may 
have a place in a high risk portfolio.

Cryptocurrency: Never invest in crypto, it’s too 
volatile.

NFTs: These are tokens used to prove ownership of 
a particular online asset, such as a piece of artwork. 
This allows creative individuals to sell unique pieces 
over the Ethereum blockchain for a substantial 
profit. This is not a well-recognised investment 
strategy but could prove lucrative. 

Commodities: Investors are now able to buy and 
sell commodities, such as metals or wheat, as 
part of an exchange traded fund. This is a good 
option if you want to diversify risk, as the price of 
commodities is in the opposite direction to shares 
and funds. However, there is high risk involved due 
to the uncertainty over factors affecting supply, 
especially for agricultural goods. 

Now that we have outlined different investments 
and the strategies involved in investing, let’s have a 
look at how you can invest today:

A junior ISA can be opened by your parent or 
guardian, providing you are between 9 and 16. 
There are two types of junior ISA: a savings account 
and a stocks and shares account - the latter allowing 
you to invest in the stock market. You have an 
allowance of £9,000 which can be put into the 
account annually, and all profit is exempt from 
capital gains tax!

Alternatively, if you are 16 or over, you can open an 
adult stocks and shares ISA. For this option, your 
annual allowance is £20,000, whilst all profit remains 
free from capital gains tax.

Here are some investment platforms to try: 

Hargreaves Lansdown

Halifax

Nutmeg

Happy investing! 

A collaboration between Miles (Milton Friedman) 
Brierley and Luke (Adam Smith) Stevens

GERMAN
PURPLE
QUENTIN BLAKE
COMMITMENT
ENGLISH
FRENCH

COMPASSION
MUSIC
DAVIES
LESTER
LANGUAGES
RESILIENCE

TOWNSHEND
BLAZER
DRAMA
ASSEMBLY
COMPUTING
CURIOSITY

Answers on page 35
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INTERVIEW WITH MRS EVERETT
Q: What would you say is the most beneficial aspect 
of the YE programme?

A: Unlike anything else in school it’s a chance to actually 
experience what it’s like in the real world, this isn’t a case 
study or exercise you are doing in a lesson, where it’s not 
real. This is real: you’re running your own company, being 
allowed to get it wrong, mess things up and learn from 
the experience. There is no one giving you instructions, no 
one telling you how to fill in the answer, no one stopping 
you from doing something (unless it’s dangerous or 
illegal), just expert businesspeople there to give you 
advice and support you to learn when things go well and 
when they don’t. It’s about being an adult.

Q: What tips do you have for those interested in the 
YE programme?

A: There’s loads of help and advice from me [Mrs Everett] 
and the other Business teachers in school and the team 
of expert businesspeople at YE and from their website, 
everything you need to enable you to set up and run a 
business successfully – use it all. Everything you need is 
there on their website and in person, at your fingertips, 
actively seek it out and use it. No-one is going to spoon 
feed you, because in life (unlike at school) nothing is given 
to you on a plate. You must be proactive to succeed.

Q: What do you think is the most challenging part 
of the competition?

A: I would say that different parts are challenging for 
different teams. Some year’s teams just struggle with 
coming up with a product, for some it’s getting on with 
each other. With some teams it’s having arguments 
and disputes, for some it’s being organised and taking 
responsibility for their actions (as I said no-one is going 
to give you the answer, as there isn’t one). The one thing 
all teams think will be challenging but always ends up 
being huge fun and a great learning experience is getting 
to have a stall and sell their products in a real market at 
either Greenwich or Spitalfields.

Q: What is the most important 
thing to think about when 
taking part in the YE 
competition?

A: What you think you are going 
to get out of it probably isn’t what 
you will get out of it. Most people 
come into it thinking, ‘Great! I can 
run my own company/be part of a 
company and make lots of money’. 
However, most come away from it saying I learnt so much 
about communicating with others, what it means to be 
in charge, what it means to fail – and learn from that and 
enjoy learning from failing. It is about running your own 
company, but it’s much more than that – it’s about finding 
out a whole lot about yourself and how you work with 
others.

Q: What are the processes/general timeline of the 
competition?

A: Starting off in September, you set up your company. 
By Christmas, you have done research to find out what 
customers want and used this to design, develop and get 
your product ready to sell then, from Christmas to March, 
you are marketing and selling your product. In April, you 
compete in finals day, where you must pitch your product 
and all your company has done to a panel of business 
experts in a top City venue, against up to 10 other schools. 
Within April to July, if you are lucky enough to win the 
initial finals you go to the next level eventually competing 
at European finals level and if you don’t get through, you 
can carry on trading to make more profit.

Q: How do I get started?

A: We run Enterprise Club in KS3 and KS4 so come along 
to that to get some ideas of what Company programme 
will involve in Year 12. Come and see [Mrs Everett] in Year 
11 and get thinking about what your product will be. Get 
a team together over the summer holidays after Year 11 
and arrive ready to get going on the first day of term in 
Year 12.

Young 
Enterprise  
Company 
competition
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Taking part 
provides 
you with the 
opportunity to 
learn a range 
of skills and 
offers valuable 
first-hand 
experience of 
the world of 
business. 

INTERVIEW WITH DENISE
Q: What did you do for the Tenner 
Challenge Competition?

A: Our business was called Fantasy 
Fabrics which was a lot smaller than 
the group I’m in now. My main role was making the products to be sold. 
However, as it was such a small group, there was a lot of crossover between 
jobs, so I ended up doing jobs from social media management to finance.

Q: What was the process for the Tenner challenge like?

A: The process was quite long but it went by fairly quickly. We initially had to 
come up with our products, make some prototypes and then we were ready 
to sell. We had a form order system where we took orders from different 
forms. We also sold to family and friends and advertised our products 
through our company Instagram account.

Q:  What was your favourite part of the 
process?

A: Definitely selling and managing the social media 
account, since it’s very rewarding to see the time 
and effort that I put into my products pay off when 
people buy them and give positive feedback through 
our social media page. I still really enjoy these things 
about the current business, especially when talking to 
customers at trade fairs.

Q: What were some challenges you faced? 

A: As we had to run the business at the same time as our studies and other 
commitments, I found managing my time quite challenging and sometimes 
felt slightly overwhelmed. As I am currently doing my A levels and the YE 
competition, I sometimes still feel a bit overwhelmed, however, having 
some knowledge of what the competition is like as well as being a part of a 
larger group has really made a difference.

Q: Do you have any tips for anyone interested?

A: I would tell them to make sure you distribute work between the group 
equally to avoid anyone feeling overwhelmed. Also, make sure to enjoy the 
process! It’s fun to have a company with your friends and you learn a lot. You 
gain a lot of valuable experience which is why I chose to do it again!

Taking part provides you with the 
opportunity to learn a range of 
skills and offers valuable first-hand 
experience of the world of business. 
The competition as a whole is run 
by a charity organisation which 
aims to educate young people 
about the world of work and reduce 
youth unemployment. Below, I have 
interviewed our centre lead, Mrs 
Everett, who organises the Young 
Enterprise competition for our school. 
She offers further insight into the 
competition, including what kind of 
things to expect and some tips on 
how to get started.

The Young Enterprise Company 
competition has two competition 
types: the Young Enterprise Tenner 
challenge is the shorter version of the 
competition, where your team is given 
£10 with the task of making as much 
profit as possible within 4 weeks. The 
Tenner Challenge is usually done in 
Year 9 at CSGS. The Young Enterprise 
Company competition takes place 
throughout Year 12 with the aim of 
running a real business, selling to the 
public at trade fairs, opening your own 
company bank account with HSBC, 
presenting your business to a panel of 
judges and, of course, making a profit 
that you get to keep!

By Zuleka Stevenson

Have you ever thought about 
what it would be like to run 
your own business and make 

your own money? A great way to 
start is by taking part in the Young 
Enterprise competition! 

Following on from the Interview with Mrs Everett, I have interviewed Denise, 
a current Year 12 student who previously won the sustainability award for 
the Young Enterprise Tenner Challenge competition (along with myself). 

We are both currently taking part in the YE Company competition and are 
involved in running our student business called Craft Corner with 9 other 
students. In this interview, Denise’s tells us about her previous experience of 
the Tenner challenge Competition and how she has applied what she has 
learned to the current student business she is a part of.

£10
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I am a Year 12 English Literature student and I am yet to study 
a book written by a person of colour. In fact, less than 1% of 
GCSE students in England study a book by an author who is 

not white. At CSGS, we follow the AQA curriculum for English. 
The GCSE specification requires schools choose one book 
from each of four categories to study. Out of the twenty-four 
books on offer, only four are not written by a white man. Of 
these four, only one is by an author of colour. Clearly, there 
is a lack of diversity within the texts set by the exam board. 
Unfortunately, this is a very difficult issue for us students to 
tackle, since we have no control over the books we study. But 
we can still make a difference, however small. One way we 
can do this is by introducing diversity into the literature we 
consume in other ways, such as in our personal reading.

Looking to take a step towards solving this issue, Penguin 
Publishing held the Lit in Colour competition. This was to bring 
a more diverse range of books into secondary schools across 
England. To win the competition, a teacher has to write a letter to 
Penguin explaining why their school would benefit from receiving 
a selection of books written by ethnically diverse authors. The 
teacher must also read Empire Land by Sathnam Sanghera, a book 
which explores the way in which ‘the Empire has shaped modern 
Britain’. Essentially, this means that the book looks into the legacy 
of the British Empire; its social, cultural, political, and economical 
influences. The book ‘explores the emergence of a multicultural 
England’, as well as the ‘simultaneous fear of and need for migrant 
workers’ (Mr Owen). Penguin Publishing selected five-hundred 
winners across the country, each of whom were gifted one-
hundred different books as well as a class set (thirty copies) of 
Empire Land. Mr Owen, who teaches English at CSGS, was one of 
these winners.

The one-hundred books Mr Owen won cover a wide range of 
topics such as: a Minecraft novel, a book explaining how to care 
for curly hair and an origami poetry anthology. Furthermore, there 
are books aimed at all key stages, making them accessible to the 
entire school. The aim of this book giveaway is inclusivity – both 
through including authors of all ethnic backgrounds, as well as 
including all types of students in reading. There really is a book for 
everyone!

Upon receiving the books, Mr Owen started a biweekly book club. 
At the moment, the club consists of a group of sixth formers who 
enjoy reading in their spare time. The club is very relaxed; there is 
no expectation for members to read every day or finish a book in 
the two weeks, as it’s not always possible to find the time when 
the workload for school is so intense. Because of this, the club 
has become a place to have an ‘easy discussion about books with 
people who share a passion for reading’. 

The students of the book club told me about some of their 
favourite books from the selection. The first was Full Disclosure 
by Camryn Garrett, a novel which follows a HIV-positive student 
called Simone through her school life. Simone was born with HIV 

and has lived with its affects all her life. 
While reading the book, the student 
learned a lot about HIV, which is still a 
very stigmatised topic in today’s society. 
Garrett’s detailed knowledge of the 
disease, as well as her ability to create a 
character with whom the reader could 
connect, afforded the student the ability 
to ‘see the world through the eyes of a 
person with HIV’. The student said she 
would highly recommend the book 
to anyone wishing to learn about the 
realities of this disease. It is far more 
accessible than many academic texts, so 
it is an easier and more enjoyable way 
for students to learn.

Another student read Bird by Crystal 
Chan, which she described to be ‘a novel 
about the conflict between cultures and 
heritage in a mixed-race young adult, 
describing how different beliefs can 
interact’. The student said that it was ‘a 
very well-structured book, following the 
story of a young girl growing up in rural 
America, with Jamaican and Mexican 
heritage. She encounters racism and 
prejudice, and the author explores the 
effect this discrimination can have on 
someone’s culture’. The student found 
that, whilst the book is a work of fiction, 
there is still an educational value. 

Finally, a student spoke to me about The 
Passing Playbook by Isaac Fitzsimons. 
This book follows a transgender boy 
named Spencer who wants to play on 
the boys’ football team at school. He is 
able to ‘pass’ as a cisgender boy. This 
means that he looks as if he was born 
biologically male, so people do not 
suspect that he is transgender. In the 
book, Fitzsimons explores falling in love 
for the first time as well as fighting against the stigma and existing 
regulations in the USA towards transgender people in sports. The 
student thought that Fitzsimons ‘did a great job with this book by 
allowing the reader to learn about complex issues in the LGBTQIA+ 
community in an accessible and enjoyable way’.

The book club is open to any who wish to join. Or, if 
you simply want to borrow one of the books written by 
authors of colour, Mr Owen’s room (21) is always open.

By Grace Turner

LIT IN COLOUR
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Quentin had to 
do his exams 
as much as 

everyone else did this 
year. 

See if you can find 
five differences in the 
pictures opposite! 

(Answers on page 35)

Quentin Quest!
This is Quentin, the CSGS mascot! Quentin decided to go on a walk the other 

day to have a look at all of the amazing places within the school. He took a few 
pictures of his adventures.

See if you can spot Quentin in the 
pictures to join in with his journey!

Spot the Difference
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Meet the Team
Tia Khan
Hi, I’m Tia! I study Business, 
Economics, Geography and Maths. 
Joining The Chronicle team was 
a great experience for me, as I 
was lucky enough to work with 
my peers to produce an article 
promoting our schools excellent 
Sixth Form. The whole process 
caused me to manage my time 

better and meet deadlines, so I am very grateful for this 
opportunity.

Alex Morley 
My name is Alex and I have been a student at CSGS since 
2016. I currently study Government and Politics, Religious 
Studies and Psychology at A-Level. It has been an incredibly 
rewarding experience to write for The Chronicle, especially 
for a cause I feel so passionate about. I would encourage 
everyone to get involved when given the opportunity!

Casey Spunner 
I decided to join The Chronicle to become more involved 
with the school and take on a new responsibility. I found 
it be to be a really rewarding experience as I was able to 
write a collaborative article on feminism in order to spread 
awareness to a wider audience, particularly with it being a 
topic I feel very passionate about. I feel lucky to have had 
this opportunity and would encourage others to take part 
as I’ve really enjoyed it.

Ashwin Amritanand 
Hi, I’m Ashwin; I study Biology, 
History and Economics. 
Participating in The Chronicle was a 
really enjoyable experience as I got 
to work collaboratively with fellow 
team members and teachers. 

Zuleka Stephenson
Hi, I’m Zuleka. Working on The 
Chronicle has been a really great 
experience as it has allowed me 
to try something new that would 
have an amazing impact on others. 
I would definitely recommend 
doing something like this if you 
are interested in journalism, have 
a passion about certain topics or 

want to positively impact people in general!

Hugh Costa
I’m Hugh, and I decided to write 
an article on the relationship 
between the world now and 100 
years ago. I do very analytical 
subjects – History, Psychology and 
Politics – so it was nice to flex my 
non-existent muscles on some 
wider writing and to cram as many 
dashes into my writing as possible.

Miles Brierley
Hi there, my name is Miles and 
I am a Year 12 student currently 
studying Maths, Economics, 
Geography and History at A-Level. 
Despite wanting to be an architect 
when I was younger, I now wish to 
pursue a career within the banking 
or finance industry. I was inspired 
by my Economics teacher, since 
he attended university studying 

Economics and Politics. Outside the classroom, I enjoy 
playing golf and going to the countryside, which allows me 
to cope with the stresses of exams. 

Grace Turner
Hi, I’m Grace. I have had a great 
time writing for The Chronicle 
this year as it has allowed me to 
step out of my comfort zone and 
create a piece of work on an issue 
that I am passionate about. I’ve 
also loved learning more about 
the world of journalism, and some 
of the skills it takes to write an 

effective and impactful article.
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Holly Shelton 
Hi, I’m Holly and I study English, Art 
and Psychology at A-Level! Being 
a part of The Chronicle has been 
a very gratifying experience for 
me, especially as it allowed me to 
run a photography competition 
that enabled me to discover other 
students in the school with artistic 
interests. I am very appreciative 
to have had the opportunity and 

highly recommend others to take part!

Maya Jagpal
I have really enjoyed being a part 
of The Chronicle team after seeing 
all the great articles produced since 
I joined the school in Year 7. It has 
been a great way to collaborate 
with my friends writing about 
the rugby team, which is such 
a big part of CSGS. It has also 
allowed me to get better with time 
management and working in a 
team with others. 

Luke Stevens
Hi! I’m Luke Stevens and I’m 
currently taking Maths, Economics, 
History and English at A-Level. I’m 
interested in investment banking 
as a career path and aim to get a 
BA in Economics and Management 
at university. I take great interest 
in financial markets – researching 
how share prices can be predicted 

by both professional and amateur speculators.

Ruby Geelan 
Hi, I’m Ruby; I am currently 
studying A-Level Biology, 
Chemistry, Maths as well as AS 
English Literature. Working on 
The Chronicle has been a great 
experience, as I’ve been able to 
work with my friends and my 
teachers. I’d encourage others to 
get involved!

Puzzle Solutions

Spot the Difference - Answers: 

Pencil turned the other way; pencil sharpener and rubber on the other side; the second badge is 
missing; part of the tie; his arm is off the table
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Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar School

Hurst Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 9AG

Tel: 020 8302 6511   Email: enquiries@csgrammar.com   
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