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Our standard programme of study is three A Levels 

chosen form the list below: 

 Art & Design 

 Biology 

 Business 

 Chemistry 

 Classical Civilisation 

 Computer Science 

 Drama & Theatre Studies 

 Economics 

 English Literature 

 French 

 Further Mathematics (only alongside Mathematics) 

 Geography 

 German 

 History 

 Latin 

 Mathematics 

 Music 

 Music Technology 

 Physical education 

 Physics 

 Politics 

 Product Design 

 Psychology 

 Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics) 

Sixth Form 

Tutorial 

Programme 

Work Experience 

Sixth Form 

Leadership 

Programme 

Broad and 

balanced Sixth 

Form curriculum 

In addition, students then choose  

 An additional A level (if permission granted) 

or 

 An enrichment subject, from the list below: 
 

o AS English Literature 

o AS Mathematics 

o AS Further Mathematics 

o Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

 

 They also choose another enrichment subject 

from a range of non-academic options (see page 33) 
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If you are not sure what you would like to 
study, then the following subjects can help 
you keep your options open: 
 

 Mathematics and Further Mathematics 

 English Literature 

 Physics 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Geography 

 History 

 Languages (Classical and Modern)  

Subject Combinations  

For some courses, it does not matter which subjects you study but for others it is very important that you choose the right combination. This is 
not an exhaustive list and you MUST always check for yourself but these are things to consider when you are choosing A Level subjects: 
 

 If you wish to study Medicine, Veterinary Medicine or Dentistry, you need to study A Level Chemistry and generally this should be 
supported by at least one other Science, usually Biology, to keep your university options as broad as possible 

 If you want to study architecture, courses often require a mixture of Physics, Maths, Art or Product Design 

 If you want to study Economics at a top university you need to study A Level Maths 

 Some courses in Computing / Computer Science require A Level Maths, others require Physics and many actually require both 

 Many Engineering courses require A Levels in Maths and Physics and many of them have specific requirements beyond this 

 Nursing courses usually require Biology at A Level or another Science 

 A Level Maths is obviously an essential requirement to study Maths but some universities also require Further Maths. Physics and Computer 
Science are often seen as good supporting subjects for Maths 

 To study Physics you will need A Levels in Maths and Physics 

 To study Art or Music at university you usually need A Level qualifications in these subjects 

 To study History or Geography at university you usually require A Level qualifications in these subjects 

 

If you are not sure what you would like to 
study, then the following subjects can help 
you keep your options open: 
 

 Mathematics and Further Mathematics 

 English Literature 

 Physics 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Geography 

 History 

 Languages (Classical and Modern)  

  
Applicants should also consider the following points:  
 

 Do I know what I want to study? If I do, then I should check on the UCAS website 
and or the Informed Choices (Russell Group) website. 

 GCSEs matter – the better I do at GCSE, the better options I will have at 
university. Some universities now have specific GCSE requirements beyond a 
standard pass. 

 Do I have a balance of subjects which represents the areas I am good at and 
interested in? 

 If you are considering a new subject for A Level, make sure it is the right one for 
you; think about what you will study and why you want to study it. 
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Of what does the course consist?  

Yr12 A Level Art 

Personal investigation  

a) Thematic Enquiry (The Human Condition).  

b) Materials Investigation (Self-determined brief).   

Investigations are sketchbook based and outcomes will include a range of 2 and 3 

dimensional media. 

Yr13 A Level Art 

Personal Investigation.  This includes Critical Studies and Creative Problem Solving, 

developing an area of personal interest/specialisation and the generation of informed 

outcomes. All work is self-determined and student directed. 

You will produce two work journals along with outcomes in Yr13.  

Externally set examination.  (15 hours supervised time completing final piece). Question 

paper containing starting points issued in advance of examination in order that students 

can prepare fully). 

How is this course assessed? 

Component 1 Personal Investigation (60%). 

Component 2 Externally Set Exam (40%). 

Total marks available for each component is 96 

 

 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Art combines well with English, Music and Drama.  Other subjects that support the study of Art could 

be Government & Politics, Psychology and History.  Previously, many successful students have come 

from a Mathematics and Science background and have gone on to study Engineering, Architecture and 

Statistics.  Art can be successfully combined with a myriad of subjects. Employers want to see evidence 

of creativity. 

 

 

 

Entry requirements 

Grade 6 Art GCSE.   

If a subject is oversubscribed preference will be 

given to those who have Grade 7. 
  

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

The study of Art promotes personal development 

and can offer access to a dynamic, well-paid design 

related career where you will be working with 

other creatives. Previously, A Level Art students 

from Chis and Sid have been offered places to study 

Art/Design at the most prestigious universities such 

as central St Martins, Camberwell, Goldsmiths etc.  

Where could this course lead to? 

Director, Creative Director, Project Management, Design 
Management, Advertising, Architecture, Commercial 
Buying, Fashion, Illustration, Interior Design, Product 
Design, Textiles and Textile Technology, Theatre Design, 
Web Design.  Audio visual fields such as Film, TV 
Production and Animation, Research, Writing, Gallery 
Administration, Design in the Engineering Industry, 
Aeronautical industry, Teaching and Lecturing, BBC and 
Broadcasting. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 7 in GCSE Biology or Grades 8-8 in 

Combined Science. If a subject is over-subscribed 

preference will be given to those who have Grade 

8. 

 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

The study of the living world is exciting, 
dynamic and provides opportunities for a 
great range of careers, particularly in 
healthcare, medicine and jobs involving 

plants or animals.  

Of what does the course consist?  

1  Biological molecules  

2  Cells  

3  Organisms exchange substances with their environment 

4  Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms  

5  Energy transfers in and between organisms  

6  Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments  

7  Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems  

8  The control of gene expression  

Assessment 

Exams - There are three exams at the end of the A Level with a mixture of short, long 

and extended response questions as well as a 25 mark essay question in paper 3. 

Practical assessment - A separate endorsement of practical skills will be taken 

alongside the A Level. 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Biology combines very well with the two other Sciences, Physics and Chemistry.  

Mathematics is also a very important aspect of the Biology course.  

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Life Sciences, Medicine, Veterinary Science, 

Dentistry, Pharmacy and Pharmacology, 

Environmental Science, Forensic Science, 

Sport and Exercise Science, Ecology, 

Physiology, Biological Testing, Conservation, 

Biotechnology, Food Industry, Microbiology. 
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Entry requirements 

No specific entry requirement for Business 

apart from the general entry criteria. 

 

 

 
Why should you study this subject? 

It teaches you about how the real world 

outside of school works. You will develop 
critical analysis, decision-making and 
problem-solving skills that are 
transferable across many areas of study 
and professions. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

Theme 1: Marketing and people:  Marketing leadership, motivation, recruitment and 

training  

Theme 2: Managing business activities: Students will develop an understanding of: 

managing the production process, external influences, managing a business’ 

finances. 

Theme 3: Business decision and strategy:  Corporate objectives and strategies, 

making strategic decisions, assessing a firm’s competitiveness, company growth. 

Theme 4: International Business:  Key players in the world economy, globalisation 

and the growth of multinational corporations, why and how to trade internationally.  

 

Additional Information: 

Business is a subject looking at how and why events happen in the real world, with a 
focus on students often working independently to develop their views and opinions. 
To be successful you need to have a business-like approach to your studies, attending 
lessons punctually and being motivated to organise your own work outside lessons. 
Most important of all, you need to ensure you read around the subject and have a good 
knowledge of current affairs. 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Having strong skills in English and Mathematics are essential for Business so historically those two subjects are 

well suited combinations with Business at A Level.  Business is a general subject that fits with almost all other A 

Level subjects. An interest in current affairs, Politics, Psychology and Finance are an advantage.  As many students 

now only study 3 A levels we encourage them to do either Economics or Business rather than studying both, to 

enable them to have a wider range of career opportunities post 18. However for a few career choices doing both 

subjects is beneficial, our careers department can advise accordingly. 

 

  

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Accountancy, Banking, Business  

Consultancy/Management, Brokering, Finance 

& Risk Management with a variety of 

companies from international blue chip to 

independent start-ups (small businesses), as 

well as starting your own business. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 7 Chemistry GCSE or Grades 8-8 in 

Combined Science Trilogy.  If a subject is over-

subscribed preference will be given to those 

who have Grade 8. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

If you have an enquiring mind, a logical 
approach to problems, an aptitude for 
practical work and perhaps an idea about 
possible science based career, you should 

study Chemistry. 

Of what does the course consist?  

Physical Chemistry: Atomic structure, amount of substance, bonding, energetics, 

kinetics, chemical equilibria and equilibrium constant (Kc), and Le Chatelier’s principle, 

oxidation reduction and redox reactions, thermodynamics, rate equations, electrode 

potentials, electrochemical cells, acids and bases. 

Thermodynamics, rate equations, electrode potentials, electrochemical cells, acids and 

bases. 

Inorganic Chemistry: Periodicity, Group 2 and Group 7. Period 3 elements & oxides, 

transition metals, aqueous solutions. 

Organic Chemistry: Alkanes, haloalkanes, alcohols, organic analysis, optical isomerism, 

aldehydes, ketones, carboxylic acids, aromatic chemistry, amines, polymers, amino 

acids, proteins, DNA, organic synthesis, NMR spectroscopy & chromatography. 

Practical Element  

Practical skills will be developed throughout this course. Written exams demand students 

to show knowledge and understanding of a wide range of practical techniques.  

Additional Information: 
12 practicals will be carried out during the course.  These will be assessed by staff and 
practical skills recorded as pass or fail.  It does not contribute to your actual grade but 
demonstrates essential skills to universities. 

 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Chemistry combines well with Physics, Biology, Mathematics and Geography.  A qualification 

in Chemistry at A Level is widely respected amongst universities and employers, so it leaves 

open a variety of options for further study and employment.  It can therefore be successfully 

combined with most other subjects. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Pharmacy, 

Dentistry, Biological & Applied Biological 

Sciences, Engineering, Physical Sciences, 

Biomedical Science, Biochemistry, 

Oceanography, Law. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE in English Literature 

You do not need a GCSE in Classical Civilisation 

or Latin to study this subject. All literature is 

studied in English translation. If a subject is 

oversubscribed preference will be given to those 

who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

It offers an excellent introduction to the depth 
and breadth of classical world. It can also act 

as a springboard to university study. 

Of what does the course consist?  

The World of the Hero 40% 
Homer’s Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid 
This component provides students with the opportunity to investigate the lasting legacy of the great epics, 
which have as their backdrop the Trojan War. The epics of Homer and Virgil have been in continuous study 
since their conception. Students study key themes of the heroic world including the portrayal of war and the 
gods, death and mortality, the power of fate, and relationships between mortals and immortals.  
Greek Theatre 30%  
This component provides students with the opportunity to study some of the most powerful literature of the 
ancient world as well as the physical theatre space in Athens used by the Greeks to stage their dramas and 
depictions of this staging in visual /material record. Students study the origins of Greek drama, the nature of 
tragedy and comedy, the role of gods and fate in the lives of mankind, and the social and political themes of 
these plays. The plays currently read are: Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, Euripides’ Bacchae, and Aristophanes’ 
Frogs. 

‘Love and Relationships’ 30% 

In this diverse and challenging subject, we explore how the Romans and Greeks viewed such things as 
feminism, homosexuality, slavery, adultery, marriage and above all love. We begin in Greece and explore 
these themes through the surviving works of the poet Sappho and the philosopher Plato. In particular, we 
look at how the Athenian concept of paedophilia functioned and what role it played in how Athenians 
viewed relationships. Moving to Rome, we explore the scandalous Ars Amatoria, a teach-yourself guide 
written by the poet Ovid advising women how to sleep with men other than their husband. The course is a 
mix of history, sociology and literature – if you enjoy exploring societies radically different from our own, 
then this is the course for you. 

Practical Element  
Students learn to examine a range of material, write persuasively and make judgements about different 
sources. Students will also come to understand themselves and their position in both society and the 
universe.  

Additional Information: 
There are a number of trips to enrich students’ learning of this subject. This includes trips to Museums and 
universities; overseas visit to Greece; various visits to the theatre to see classical plays in action and 
attendance at lectures delivered by experts in the classical world. 

 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Classical Civilisation complements many other subjects as students opting for Classical 

Civilisation discover. Many students who study Classical Civilisation also successfully combine 

the subject with Sciences, English and the Arts. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Classics is highly regarded by universities and 

employers and will set you apart from others. 

Classics students are known to go into law, 

medicine, education, science, business, 

journalism, heritage and the diplomatic service. 

It is the invaluable skills gained from this subject 

that will put you in an excellent and enviable 

position for just about any future career.  A 

Classics degree is listed as one of the most 

desirable degrees to have by people wishing to 

enter the above careers. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 7 GCSE Computer Science. 

If a subject is oversubscribed preference will 

be given to those who have Grade 8. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Do you enjoy problem solving? Do you enjoy 
creativity? Do you enjoy knowing things that 
only a handful of people know? Are you 
reasonably good at Maths? Do you enjoy a 
challenge? 
 
You could earn over £40,000 one year after 
graduating from Computer Science. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

Paper 1– Theory Exam (2½ Hour—40%) 
Paper 2 -Theory Exam (2½ Hour — 40%)  
Coursework (20%) 
 
You will cover the following topics:  
 
The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output and storage devices, 
software and software development, exchanging data, data types, data structures 
and algorithms, legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues, elements of computational 
thinking, problem solving and programming. 
 
You will also undertake a coursework element of the course. It will contain an 
analysis of the problem, design of the solution, development of a solution and an 
evaluation. This will be submitted at the end of Year 13.  
  
You will be completing both theory and practical lessons each week throughout the 
course, with frequent assessments of both to track your performance. 

 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

This subject combines well with A Level Mathematics and / or A Level Physics. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

In a recent list of the courses most likely to 

get you a job after University, Computer 

Science was: 6th (Computer Science), 8th 

(Computer Engineering) and 9th (Software 

Engineering). Other careers include: 

Cyber Security, Games Developer, Computer 

Networking, CGI Animation… you will be 

needed in every type of industry! 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE Drama/Performing Arts or relative 

performance experience if you have not been 

able to study the subject at KS4.  If a subject is 

oversubscribed preference will be given to those 

who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

In addition to developing your knowledge of 
the field, the course provides you with a range 
of skills that employers and institutions are 
frequently seeing as being of the upmost 
importance. 
 
Oxford and Cambridge University hold high 
regard for students that have experience in 
Drama and encourage very popular drama 
societies from the likes of which the artistic 
directors of both the National Theatre and the 
RSC have developed. 
 
 

Of what does the course consist?  

Component 1 – Devising: Devise an original performance piece; Use one key extract from 
a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli; centre choice of text and 
practitioner; performer or designer routes available.  
  
Component 2 - Text in performance: a group performance/design realisation of one key 
extract from a performance text; a monologue or duologue performance/design 
realisation from one key extract from a different performance text.  
  
Component 3 - Theatre makers in practice written exam consisting of three sections:  
Section A - A live theatre evaluation, choice of performance;  
Section B - Page to Stage, realising a performance text, practical exploration and study 
of a complete text, focusing on how this can be realised for performance;  
Section C - Interpreting a performance text, practical exploration and interpretation of 
another complete performance text, in light of a chosen practitioner, focusing on how 
this text could be reimagined for a contemporary audience. 
  
Additional Information: 
All potential candidates are asked to learn and prepare a monologue. The monologue should 
be no more than two minutes in length and come from a professionally published play of your 
choice.  This will be performed to the curriculum leader as part of the admissions process. 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Given the nature and content of the course, Drama & Theatre Studies will combine well with 

a wide range of subject options at A Level.  A very good choice for anyone studying English 

Literature but would complement other arts and essay based subjects such as History and 

Psychology. 

  

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

A place at a top Performing Arts School.  

A career/further study of: English, Law, 

Education, Film Production, Television 

Production, Professional Theatre, Performing 

Arts, Arts Administration, Media, Advertising, 

Broadcasting, Technical or Backstage Theatre. 
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Entry requirements 

No specific entry requirement for Economics 

apart from the general entry criteria and a 

Grade 7 in Maths is preferable.  If a subject is 

oversubscribed preference will be given to those 

who have Grade 7 in Maths. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

It teaches you about how the real world, 

outside the classroom works. You will also 

develop your analytic, numeric, 

communication and problem solving skills 

and cultural awareness.  

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  
 

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure - How firms make 
decisions about what to produce, how consumers decide what to buy, issues 
such as pollution and congestion, the National Health Service. 
 

Theme 2: The UK economy - The policies which are used to overcome 
problems such as unemployment, inflation. 
 

Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour market - How firms decide upon 
how much to produce and what price to sell at, how different industry 
structures work, how the government intervenes in industry. 
 

Theme 4: A Global perspective - How countries trade with each other, policies 
governments use to manage the effects of international trade on their 
economy. 
 

Additional Information: 
Economics is a subject looking at how and why events happen in the real world, with a 

focus on students often working independently to develop their views and opinions. To 

be successful you need to have a business-like approach to your studies, attending lessons 

punctually and being motivated to organise your own work outside lessons. Most 

important of all you need to ensure you read around the subject and have a good 

knowledge of current affairs. 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Having strong skills in English and Mathematics are essential for Economics; historically the two subjects are 

well suited combinations with Economics at Advanced Level.  An interest in current affairs, politics, social 

studies and finance is an advantage.  If you wish to study Economics at degree level, it is recommended that 

you also take Mathematics at A Level. As many students now only study 3 A levels we encourage them to do 

either Economics or Business rather than studying both, to enable them to have a wider range of career 

opportunities post 18. However for a few career choices doing both subjects is beneficial, our careers 

department can advise accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Accountancy, Banking, Brokering, Business 

Consultancy, Finance, Politics, Risk and 

Portfolio Management for international blue 

chip companies, government departments and 

independent entrepreneurs. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 in English Language AND English 

Literature, although a Grade 7 is preferable.  

Must be a regular and enthusiastic reader of a 

variety of literary texts.   

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Being articulate, literate, analytical and 

disciplined gives you a head start in any walk 

of life. 

Read great literature to refine, stretch and 

ultimately transform your ideas and emotions 

about yourself and the world around you.  

English is challenging but enjoyable. 

It develops your thinking and is the only 

subject which will truly teach you how to write 

in a concise and articulate manner.   

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  
 

Poetry 

A specified list of 20 poems from Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward 

Books of Poetry 2002-2011.  

A range of poems by John Keats from the Selected Poems (Penguin Classics, 2007 Ed: 

John Barnard). 

Students will also study a range of unseen poetry — the focus will be on exploring and 

analysing poetic form, meaning, language, style and conventions in response to unseen 

21st century poems.  

Drama 

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. This unit will focus on the conventions 

of tragedy, characters, themes, setting, context and writer’s methods.  

Students will also study a Shakespeare play – either Othello or Antony and Cleopatra - 

and a collection of related critical essays.  

Prose 

Two prose texts on the theme of ‘Science in Society’: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley is 

the 19th century text and The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood is the post-1900 

text. 

Coursework 

Students will produce an extended comparative essay of between 2500-3000 words on 

two texts which may be linked by theme, movement, author or period.  

All papers are ‘open book’ examinations 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

English stands alone, but it is a suitable subject to be studied in almost any combination from 

across the Arts, Languages and Humanities. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Students of English from Chislehurst and 

Sidcup Grammar School have followed career 

paths in: Publishing, Advertising, Journalism, 

Law, Broadcasting, Media, Teaching, Theatre, 

Industry, Commerce, Management, Civil 

Service, Local Government and Social Work.   
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE. 
If a subject is oversubscribed preference will 
be given to those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 Why should you study this subject? 

Because French challenges but rewards the 

learner, offering a varied syllabus and more 

current transferable skills than most other 

subjects. More than 200 million people speak 

French on five continents. It is the only language, 

alongside English, that is taught in every country 

in the world. 

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

 

This course will enable students to develop an advanced level knowledge and 
understanding of the French language, the culture of France and other 
francophone countries. 
  
The four themes address a range of social issues and trends, as well as aspects of 
the political, intellectual and artistic culture of French and French-speaking 
countries.  
  
It also focuses on aspects of society or history of France only.  Students must 
study either two books, or one book and one film, from a prescribed list. 
  
Additional Information: 
Pupils may have the opportunity to go on a residential trip to Paris.  There will be ample 
opportunity to help with the running of the Year 7 MFL Spelling Bee, primary school 
lessons and various competitions. 
  

 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

French complements Science and Arts based A Level subjects.  It is commonly combined with 

other Modern Languages, English, History, Religious Studies, Mathematics, Science, Business 

Studies, Economics, and Geography. 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Nowadays, more than ever, the ability to 
speak a language is a highly sought-after skill 
in the job market.  A knowledge of French 
opens the doors of French companies in 
France and other French-speaking parts of 
the world.  French is both a working and an 
official language of the United Nations, The 
European Union, UNESCO, NATO, the 
International Olympic Committee, the 
International Red Cross and international 
courts.  It is the language of the three cities 
where the EU institutions are 
headquartered. It is also the international 
language of cooking, fashion, theatre, the 
visual arts, dance and architecture. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 8 GCSE and a pass in the CSGS 

Mathematics aptitude test. 

 

 

 

 
Why should you study this subject? 

Maths is considered an important aspect of all 

academic fields. Researchers regularly use 

statistics to analyse their findings. A solid 

mathematical grounding will prepare you for study 

in any field. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

All students will study a core element of pure mathematics.  The topics covered will 

include; proof, complex numbers, matrices and further calculus.  For both AS and A 

Level there are two option elements to the course where they will study either Further 

Pure Mathematics, Further Statistics, Further Mechanics or Decision Mathematics.  For 

AS paper 2 will be made up from 50% of the two options taught.  For A Level the two 

options will be examined separately in papers 3 and 4. Currently students are studying 

Further Mechanics 1 and Further Pure Mathematics 1. 

Further Pure Mathematics will look at differential equations, coordinate systems, 

further trigonometry, further vectors and numerical methods.  Further Statistics will 

look at more statistical distributions and chi squared tests.  Further Mechanics will look 

at momentum and impulse, collisions and centre of mass.  Decision Mathematics will 

look at algorithms, critical path analysis and linear programming. 

Additional Information: 

Pupils will have the opportunity to enter the UKMT Challenge and possibly the Team 

Challenge where you can compete against other schools either regionally or nationally.   

Pupils will receive support for STEP, AEA, MAT and PAT which are normally part of the 

offer for Oxbridge and many other Russell Group Universities for Maths, Science and 

Engineering degrees. 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

An A Level in Further Mathematics is especially useful for students considering mathematical 

fields such as Engineering or Mathematics. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Maths Degree Course, Finance/Accounting, 

Actuarial Sciences, Engineering, Science 

 



15 
 

 

 

  

Entry requirements 

Grade 6 at GCSE Geography. Grade 6 at GCSE 

Mathematics is preferable.   

If a subject is oversubscribed preference will be 

given to those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Geography is a highly regarded academic subject 

which is respected by admission tutors in all 

leading universities, including Oxbridge.  The 

subject is also highly regarded by a diverse range 

of employers who welcome the breath of 

perspective, problem-solving and wider skills 

developed within the subject. Within Geography 

you will develop a wide range of transferable key 

skills such as critical thinking, issues evaluation, 

problem solving, and numerical data manipulation.   

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

The course is a mixture of human and physical content.  Throughout Year 12 the physical 

components under the topic heading ‘Dynamic Landscape’ includes the study of both 

‘Tectonic Processes and Hazards’ and ‘Landscape Systems, Processes and Change’ will 

be studied.  This enables a study of cause, impact and response, considering the 

changing nature of landscape and risk over time and what influences this.  Pupils will 

consider the role of different players and how risk is affected by human and physical 

factors.  The human component under the heading of ‘Dynamic Place’ includes the study 

of ‘Globalisation’ and ‘Shaping Places’.  This includes studying the cause and 

consequences of globalisation and how why places are shaped and changed as well as 

meanings and identities attached to different places.  Pupils will consider how cultural 

and demographic issues can be managed. 

Within Year 13 you will study both ‘Physical’ and ‘Human Systems and Sustainability’. 

This focusses on both global systems of carbon and water leading onto issues such as 

water and food security and threats to ecosystems.  Additionally, you will learn about 

geopolitics, superpowers as well as migration and health issues.   

Throughout the course examples and case studies will be applied to help contextualise 

your knowledge.  The aim is to build on your knowledge of issues supporting a developed 

understanding of the many and varied challenges facing the global community. 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Geography complements a number of other A Level subjects, both Science and Arts based, because 

of its varied conceptual and factual content.  It is commonly combined with Biology and History but 

equally complements Business, Mathematics, Chemistry and Physics. There is also significant 

shared content with Economics and Politics, whereby the subjects compliment and support 

knowledge acquisition. 

 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Geography students can pursue wide ranging careers 

paths in the fields of Government and Policy, the built 

environment, hazard and risk management, travel, 

tourism and leisure, data management, Social 

development, and sustainability management.  Use 

the link below for a wide range of careers materials. 

https://www.rgs.org/geography/studying-

geography-and-careers/careers/  

 

https://www.rgs.org/geography/studying-geography-and-careers/careers/
https://www.rgs.org/geography/studying-geography-and-careers/careers/
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 German GCSE.   

If a subject is oversubscribed preference will 

be given to those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

German is a very enjoyable and challenging subject 

that is very highly regarded by universities.  In 

addition, it gives students a skill that will put them 

ahead in a very competitive job market. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

· Study of evolving society in German speaking countries. 
· Study of political and artistic culture in German speaking countries 
· Study of a German language film 
· Study trip to Berlin 
· Study of migration and multicultural society in German speaking 
countries. 
· Study of the reunification of Germany 
· Study of a German language piece of literature 
· Small group speaking lessons  
  
Additional Information: 
 
Students in Year 12 and 13 will have the opportunity to take part in a study 

visit to Berlin, the capital of the most important German-speaking country. 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

German combines well with French, Latin, English and History.  There are a wide variety of 
options open to students with this course and it can therefore be studied with many other 
subjects.  A number of past candidates have combined German very successfully with a 
Science. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

More than 120 million people speak German as a 

first language.  The German speaking block in 

Europe forms our largest non-English speaking 

trading partner.  Germany itself is also the world’s 

largest export nation.  German is one of the most 

useful foreign languages to learn for business and 

also for those interested in culture and classical 

music.  In addition, Germany is the largest non-

English speaking investor in the UK and thousands 

of German, Austrian and Swiss owned companies 

operate in the UK. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE History (or Grade 6 English 
Literature if GCSE History is not studied).   
If a subject is oversubscribed preference will 
be given to those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 
Why should you study this subject? 

The A-Level course supports independent 

thought and debate with a range of historical 

periods and concepts analysed and evaluated. 

It will broaden a student’s understanding of 

others countries and cultures but also develops 

essay writing and research skills for other 

subjects too.  

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

Across Year 12 and 13, the course consists of two examined units of study, 
one focusing on breadth of knowledge (Unit 1), ‘Tsarist Russia and the Soviet 
State, 1855-1964’, the other, depth of knowledge (Unit 2), ‘The English 
Revolution, 1625-60’. Both of these units account for 40% of the final grade. 
 
In terms of content, Unit 1 in Year 12 charts the collapse of Russia’s autocratic 
rule as well as the long and short term reasons for the 1917 revolution. It 
continues on into Year 13 by assessing the years of Soviet rule under the 
direction of Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev, 1917-64. Unit 2 in Year 12 begins 
analysing the long and short term reasons for the ‘Failure of Absolutism’ as 
the country edged towards civil war between 1625-42. In Year 13, the period 
1642-60 is the focus with the events and impact of the civil war, the 
establishment of the Republic and the Restoration of the Monarchy being the 
primary focus. 
 
In Year 13, students will also be asked to complete a 3,500 word essay on a 
title of their choice related to the study of German history, 1848-1945. This 
amounts to 20% of their final grade as the Non-Examined Assessment element 
of the specification. 
 
  

 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

History combines well with other Humanities subjects such as Religious Studies, Geography, 
Government & Politics, as well as complementing English Literature but it can be studied 
together with many other subjects. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

A degree course in History is highly regarded 
and flexible. It can be studied solely or with a 
combination of other subjects in Joint 
Honours. Degree Courses are available with 
Politics, German, Philosophy, to name just a 
few. A range of careers are open to History 
graduates, in law, politics, journalism, 
government, business and teaching or 
academia. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE Latin.   
If a subject is oversubscribed preference will 
be given to those who have Grade 7. 
   

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Because it is so unique, diverse and 

academic. It offers students the chance to do 

something genuinely different. Carpe diem! 

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

 

Unseen Translation and Prose Comprehension 50% 

Students build their knowledge of vocabulary and linguistic structures through reading and 

studying prose and verse tests in Latin.  Students study texts written by a range of prose 

authors and the verse unseen author to develop linguistic competence. 

Prose Literature 25% 

Students study two Latin prose literature set texts in depth. We read additional literature in 

translation in order to understand the context from the set texts have been taken.  Set text 

author is currently Tacitus, who gives an insight into the history of Rome and AD 23 during 

the reign of Tiberius (heir of Augustus) where we follow the rise of Sejanus, the emperor’s 

right-hand man, in his plans to get the very top! 

Verse Literature 25% 

Students study two Latin Verse Literature set texts in depth. We read additional literature in 

translation in order to understand the context from which the set texts have been taken. Set 

text is currently Virgil’s Aeneid, which follows the Trojan hero Aeneas on his mythical quest 

to found a new Troy in Italy (Rome!). 

Additional Information: 

There are a number of trips to enrich students’ learning of this subject. This includes trips to 

Museums and universities; overseas visit to Greece; various visits to the theatre to see 

classical plays in action and attendance at lectures delivered by experts in the classical world. 

 

 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Latin combines well with all subjects whether English Literature or Humanities subjects or 

Maths and Science. N.B: Students thinking of studying Law or Medicine should consider taking 

Latin as the subject which helps set you apart from other candidates. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Latin is highly regarded by universities and 
employers and will set you apart from others. 
Latin stimulates mental qualities such as being 
observant, accurate, analytical and logical and 
those who study it can define and identify 
problems, think on their feet and arrive at 
sound and creative solutions. Latin students 
have ventured into the field of law, medicine, 
journalism, science and business to name a 
few. A Latin degree is listed as one of the most 
desirable degrees to have by people wishing to 
enter the above careers. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 7 GCSE and a pass in the CSGS 

Mathematics aptitude test. 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Mathematical modelling is a fundamental part 

of many different fields. Engineers and those 

working in finance regularly make use of 

mathematical models to predict outcomes. 

The problem solving skills you will gain are 

vital for all fields of work. 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

 

All students will study Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics.  For Pure 

Mathematics the topics covered will include, Proof, Trigonometry, Calculus and 

Vectors.  For Statistics and Mechanics, the topics covered will include; Probability, 

Statistical Distributions, Hypothesis Testing, Kinematics and Newton’s Laws.  These 

topics will be developed over two years.   

Additional Information: 

Pupils will have the opportunity to enter the UKMT Challenge and possibly the Team 

Challenge where you can compete against other schools either regionally or 

nationally.  Pupils will receive support for STEP, AEA, MAT and PAT which are 

normally part of the offer for Oxbridge and many other Russell Group Universities for 

Maths, Science and Engineering degrees. 

 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

A Level in Maths complements and assists the study of many other courses at A Level, 

particularly Sciences, Economics and Geography. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Mathematics A Level will support most degree 

courses. Here are a few examples: 

Science, Applied Science courses, Engineering, 

Economics, Architecture, Geography, 

Psychology, Business, Finance/Accounting, 

Actuarial Sciences. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE Music and Grade 5 standard 

instrument or voice*.  Ability to read standard music 

notation on treble clef and bass clef. 

*It is not necessary to have taken the grade exam, 

just to be at that standard. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Music is a rigorously academic course that will 

allow you to engage with music at a high level. 

It shows that you are both analytical and a 

team player – a real edge for university 

applications. 

Music is a formidable vehicle for economic 

growth. It is fundamental to the success of our 

creative economy … supporting 50,000 jobs. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

Music consists of three units:  

Performance 30% - The performance (any instrument/voice) should be a 

minimum of 8 minutes, at a Grade 7 standard in a recital-style concert. It can be 

more than one piece to make up the 8 minutes. 

Composition 30% - You will compose two pieces for a minimum combined 

duration of 6 minutes. One composition will be set to a brief, and one will be an 

examination of compositional technique, composing four-part harmony in the 

style of J S Bach.  

Exam 40% - The exam will test your knowledge of 13 set works from the Edexcel 

anthology, using essay questions, short analytical questions and aural dictation. 

You will be expected to write about a piece of music related to a set work, but 

not heard before. 

Additional Information: 

The Music Department at Chis and Sid is active, busy and growing. We have 

frequent formal and informal concerts, visits to concerts in London, the school 

production and music tours. As a Sixth Form musician you will be expected to 

participate and take a leading role in various ensembles. 

  

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Music requires a unique set of specialist skills and is highly respected by universities. 

Excellent written and analytical skills are an advantage, and Music combines equally well 

with English and Humanities subjects, as with students pursuing a STEM route. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

A degree course in Music at university, leading 

to careers in performance, composition, 

conducting, teaching, music therapy, creative 

industries, broadcasting. Music graduates can 

also develop extensive knowledge of project 

and arts management through working with 

university music societies. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 5 GCSE Music or an alternative KS4 qualification e.g. 

BTEC (Merit), or Grade 5 Computer Science, is highly 

recommended, as well as experience using a digital audio 

workstation to compose. If oversubscribed preference will be 

given to students who have the qualifications 

It is also highly advantageous to have experience as a 

performing musician.  Students will be invited to audition to 

demonstrate examples of current composition work. 

 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Music Technology is a hands-on course that will 

teach you about the history and methodology 

of recording. 

Nearly one in four albums sold in Europe during 

2015 was by a British artist. An estimated 12.5 

million people journeyed here in 2019 for 

musical events, between them supporting 

50,000 jobs. 

Of what does the course consist?  

 

Music Technology consists of four units:  

Practical Coursework Components 1 & 2  

A portfolio comprising two tasks set by Edexcel, one an arranging and recording 

task, the second a creative composition using technology, both lasting for 3 

minutes. 

Examined Components 3 & 4 

Listening exam consisting of short & essay style questions (1hr 30 mins) and 

practical/written exam on production techniques (2h 15 mins). 

Additional Information: 

Students are expected both to join the various instrumental ensembles and 

choirs and to have the opportunity to have hands-on experience of stage 

management and recording of our concerts and productions by joining the 

backstage Tech Team. 

  

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Music Technology requires its own unique set of practical and analytical skills.  It can 

therefore be taken in combination with any other subjects.  There is little direct overlap 

with Music and it is possible to take both courses, which are complementary. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

A degree course in; Physics with Acoustics, 

Creative Music Technology or Music with 

Recording.   

Possible career destinations in sound 

engineering and recording, producing, 

broadcasting. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE PE (or Grade 6 Biology, if GCSE PE is not 

studied) and active participation in one sport or 

coaching to a high level outside curriculum time.  

Sports must be from the published list.  If a subject is 

oversubscribed preference will be given to those who 

have Grade 7. 

  

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

A background in PE and sport offers 

prospective employers and universities so 

much more than just a grade. 

Why is this subject enjoyable to study? 

“A Level PE enables you understand sporting 

performance in a way that I never could 

before.” (Sixth Form Student) 

  

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

 A-Level (2 years) 

 Component 1 Physiological Factors Affecting Performance  

 A two hour written paper on anatomy and physiology, exercise physiology and biomechanics.  

 Component 2 Psychological factors affecting performance  

 A one hour written paper on skill acquisition and Sports Psychology.  

 Component 3 Socio and Cultural and Contemporary Issues  

 A one hour written paper on Sport, society and technological influences.  

 Component 4 Performance within Physical Education Performance in one practical 

 evaluation and analysis of performance. 

 Please see the OCR website for the approved sports.  

 Additional Information: 

A Level PE is a theory based subject.  A background as a performer is helpful when 

attempting to apply theoretical concepts, but in order to achieve highly on this course 

you have to have a passion for more than performance.  Sport at all levels is becoming 

increasingly scientific, and a deeper understanding of the factors that underpin 

performance is what this course delivers. 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

The content of the course is varied and as a result sits comfortably with the study of any 

other science based subject, with Biology and Psychology being particularly 

relevant.  In addition, the course utilises other subjects including, Physics and Mathematical 

elements. 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

There are now many pathways open to 

students. Areas include Medical disciplines, 

physiotherapy, occupational therapy, dietitian 

and sports massage. BSC in Sports Science or 

Exercise and Health and BAs in Coaching or 

Sports Management. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 7 Physics GCSE or Grades 8-8 in 
Combined Science Trilogy.   
It is strongly recommended that students 
should also be studying A Level Mathematics. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

The study of physics offers you the opportunity 

to develop a wide range of transferable skills 

such as problem solving, critical thinking and 

analytical skills, which are highly sought after 

by universities and employers. 

Students wanting to study Engineering or 

Physics at University will be required to have 

an A Level in Physics. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

Topic 1: Measurements and their errors 

Topic 2: Particles and radiation 

Topic 3: Waves 

Topic 4: Mechanics and materials 

Topic 5: Electricity 

Topic 6: Further mechanics & thermal physics 

Topic 7: Fields and their consequences 

Topic 8: Nuclear physics 

Plus one of the optional topics – Astrophysics, Engineering Physics, Medical 

Turning Points in Physics or Electronics.  

Additional Information: 

There is an opportunity for Year 12 students to visit CERN in Geneva, which gives 

students the chance to explore particle physics in more depth. 

 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Students studying Physics often study Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry or Biology.  However, 
Design & Technology and Computer Science also complement Physics.   

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Degree or BTEC Higher (HNC and HND) courses 
such as Physics, Engineering, Material Science, 
Meteorology, Medicines or Physical Sciences. 
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 minimum in English Language or 
English Literature.   
If a subject is oversubscribed preference will 
be given to those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

If you enjoy debate, have strong opinions but 
prepared to listen and consider different 
viewpoints on topical issues that impact our 
everyday lives. Studying Politics is very varied 
with British Politics, International Relations 
and Political Theory all part of the 
specification. 

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

At A Level the two-year course consists of three written exams of equal 

weighting at the end of the two-year course.  

Both units of study taught in Year 12 are primarily concerned with the current 

state of UK Politics. Unit 1 analyses the changing importance of fundamental 

elements of representative democracy today — democracy, elections, parties 

and voting behaviour alongside the media. Unit 2 evaluates how the UK is 

governed by focussing in on the UK constitution, its system of policy making, 

the role of parliament as well as the prime minister and cabinet. 

From Year 12 to the beginning of Year 13 study shifts to political ideology with 

socialism, liberalism and conservatism and feminism in focus. The rest of 

Year 13 is primarily about global politics and international relations with 

analysis of the structures of Global Politics like the globalisation phenomenon, 

the world order of states, global governance and regionalism and the EU.  There 

is also evaluation of issues in global politics like conflict, poverty, the 

environment and human rights.   

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

History combines well with other Humanities subjects such as Religious Studies, Geography, 
Government & Politics, as well as complementing English Literature but it can be studied 
together with many other subjects. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

A variety of degrees and careers are open to A 
Level Politics students. Obviously law, civil 
service, foreign office and involvement in 
government are aspirational careers paths as 
well as teaching and journalism. Also pressure 
groups and other non-governmental 
organisations always seek out politics 
graduates.  
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 GCSE in Technology subjects Resistant 

Materials, Textiles, Product Design or Graphics. 

Exceptional circumstances may be made by the 

Curriculum Leader.  If a subject is oversubscribed 

preference will be given to those who have 

Grade 7. 

. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

With its focus on design thinking, 

Product Design supports students to be 

innovative, reflective and critical in designing 

new models, products, systems and tools to 

benefit people while taking account of their 

impact on cultural, ethical, environmental and 

economic conditions which can shape the 

future. 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

Completion of two mini projects covering A01—Identify, investigate and outline design 
possibilities, A02—Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose, A03—Analyse 
and evaluate and A04 Modify and test, alongside theory lessons every week of termly 
pupil presentations. 
 
Coursework begins in the summer term of Year 12. 
There are two exam papers to complete: 
Paper 1, Technical Principals—2½ hours (30%) 
Paper 2, Design and Make Principals—1½ hours (20%) 
Students are expected to recall information, draw together information from different 
areas of the specification, and apply their knowledge and understanding in practical 
and theoretical contexts. 
  
Additional Information: 

 To aid your skills in this subject you should research design eras of the last 100 years. 

 To be able to mentally dismantle a product and explain how it goes together would 
show great practical knowledge and ability. 

 The ability to apply mathematical equations to calculate size, volume and mass from 
working drawings is needed. 

 There are several exhibitions in the capital where you can draw great inspiration and 
collect first hand research. 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

Design and Technology combines well with Business Studies, Art and Design, Mathematics and 

Physics.  The course allows students the freedom to follow their own interests within the design 

areas.  It is a very heavy coursework based subject (50% exam and 50% coursework).  Pupils will 

be expected to dedicate a lot of time to this subject. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Many people that study Product Design can 

follow a career in all creative areas such as 

Engineering, Architecture, Graphic Design, 

Interior Design, Fashion Design, Set Design, 

Structural Engineering, Product Design, 

Computer Graphics/Animation, Marketing, 

Advertising and Teaching. It is a versatile 

qualification which is seen as essential in the 

creative world. 

  

 



26 
 

 

 

 

  

Entry requirements 

A minimum of a Grade 6 in Biology at GCSE or a Grade 

6 in Combined Science Trilogy is preferable. If a 

subject is oversubscribed preference will be given to 

those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

It challenges students to reflect on their own 

experiences and behaviour in an interactive 

and engaging way. 

Of what does the course consist?  

Topics to be studied: 

Social Influences, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology, Approaches in 
Psychology, Biopsychology, Research methods. 

Issues and debates in Psychology — three topics will be selected from a number 
of options including; relationships, gender, schizophrenia, forensic psychology 
and aggression. 

  

Additional Information: 

Psychology comes from the Greek psyche (mind, soul or spirit) and logos 
(knowledge or study). Therefore, Psychology means literally the ‘study of the 
mind’. In studying Psychology you will look at why we feel, think and behave 
the way we do. It is a science with cutting edge research that has real world 
applications to issues in everyday life. 

  

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

The combination of scientific understanding, essay writing and analysis means that Psychology 

will complement most subjects. Subjects that complement Psychology very well are any 

Sciences, particularly Biology, and essay based subjects such as History.  It is important to note 

that to study Psychology as a degree many universities now require at least one Science 

at A Level. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

The academic nature of the subject and the 

variety of skills needed to succeed make it a 

respected subject by employers and 

universities.  It can lead to careers in Forensic 

Psychology, Clinical Psychology, Educational 

Psychology, Sports Psychology, Counselling, 

Advertising, Marketing, Law and teaching to 

name a few. 
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Entry requirements 
Grade 6 in RS at GCSE level or, if RS has not been 

studied at GCSE, a Grade 6 in English Literature or a 

Grade 6 in History. If you have not taken RS at GCSE 

level, then some subject specific summer reading is 

essential which will be recommended by the teacher.  

If a subject is oversubscribed preference will be given 

to those who have Grade 7. 

 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Because the key to life is not knowing the right 

answers but knowing the right questions. 

The skills developed and utilised in RS can be 

applicable to an extremely broad range of 

careers, for example, medicine, law, business, 

politics and product design to name a few.  

“The unexamined life is not worth living.” 

 -  Socrates 

 

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

The course work wells with a number of different disciplines of study because of the strong analytical 

and evaluative skills necessary.  The subject matter combines well with Psychology and Classical 

Civilisation.  The evaluative skills developed are common to subjects including English, History and 

Government & Politics.  The analytical skills work well with Maths and other quantitative skills based 

courses. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

This is an excellent A Level to study for many 

different types of degree course because of the 

strong evaluative and analytical skills that are 

necessary.  The evaluative nature of the course 

lends itself to PPE and other Humanities, 

whereas the analytical side does so towards 

Maths.   The ethical element will benefit those 

interested in legal and medical profession. 

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

The linear nature of the course means that the material is cumulative over  
the two years.  
 
Year 12 and 13 

The course will consist of a tripartite study of religious thought. The first 

section concerns human thought about the existence of a divine being, starting 

with the influences of the ancient Greeks. A study of the practices and 

traditions that arise from this belief is included. Next, is a study of normative 

ethical theories, both religious and non-religious, and then applying these 

theories to real life issues.  And, finally, a section devoted to how Christian 

thought has changed and developed over time. 

Additional Information: 

‘Reading is how we update the software in our brains.’  

Reading is essential to exam success as what we cover in class is about the 

world in which we live. Even reading a newspaper, either online or hardcopy, 

is a good idea!!!  
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Entry requirements 

Grade 6 in English Language AND English 

Literature, although a Grade 7 is preferable.  

Must be a regular and enthusiastic reader of 

a variety of literary texts.   

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Being articulate, literate, analytical and 

disciplined gives you a head start in any walk 

of life. 

Read great literature to refine, stretch and 

ultimately transform your ideas and emotions 

about yourself and the world around you.  

English is challenging but enjoyable. 

It develops your thinking and is the only 

subject which will truly teach you how to write 

in a concise and articulate manner.   

 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

 

Poetry 

 

A specified list of 20 poems from Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward 

Books of Poetry 2002-2011. The focus will be on exploring and analysing poetic form, 

meaning, language, style and conventions.  

 

Drama 

 

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. This unit will focus on the conventions 

of tragedy, characters, themes, setting, context and writer’s methods.  

 

Prose 

 

Two prose texts on the theme of ‘Science in Society’: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley is 

the 19th century text and The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood is the post-1900 

text. This unit focuses on comparing two texts in terms of themes, concepts, writers’ 

methods and context.   

 

All papers are ‘open book’ examinations.  

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

English stands alone, but it is a suitable subject to be studied in almost any combination from 

across the Arts, Languages and Humanities. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Students of English from Chislehurst and 

Sidcup Grammar School have followed career 

paths in: Publishing, Advertising, Journalism, 

Law, Broadcasting, Media, Teaching, Theatre, 

Industry, Commerce, Management, Civil 

Service, Local Government and Social Work.   
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Entry requirements 

Grade 8 GCSE and a pass in the CSGS 

mathematics aptitude test. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Maths is considered an important aspect of all 

academic fields. Researchers regularly use 

statistics to analyse their findings. A solid 

mathematical grounding will prepare you for study 

in any field 

Of what does the course consist?  

All students will study a core element of pure Mathematics.  The topics covered 
will include; proof, complex numbers, matrices and further calculus.  For both 
AS and A Level there are two option elements to the course where they will 
study either Further Pure Mathematics, Further Statistics, Further Mechanics or 
Decision Mathematics.  For AS paper 2 will be made up from 50% of the two 
options taught.  For A Level the two options will be examined separately in 
papers 3 and 4. Currently students are studying Further Mechanics 1 and Further 
Pure Mathematics 1. 
  
Further Pure Mathematics will look at differential equations, coordinate 
systems, further trigonometry, further vectors and numerical methods.  Further 
Statistics will look at more statistical distributions and chi squared 
tests.  Further Mechanics will look at momentum and impulse, collisions and 
centre of mass.  Decision Mathematics will look at algorithms, critical path 
analysis and linear programming. 
  
Additional Information: 
Pupils will have the opportunity to enter the UKMT Challenge and possibly the Team 

Challenge where you can compete against other schools either regionally or 

nationally.   Pupils will receive support for STEP, AEA, MAT and PAT which are 

normally part of the offer for Oxbridge and many other Russell Group Universities 

for Maths, Science and Engineering degrees. 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

An AS Level in Further Mathematics complements and even assists the study of many other 

courses at Advanced Level, particularly the sciences, economics and geography.  It also 

supports further study of a mathematical based subject at undergraduate level. 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Mathematics, Finance/Accounting, Actuarial 
Sciences, Engineering, Science.  
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Entry requirements 

Grade 7 GCSE and to pass CSGS mathematics 

aptitude test. 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

Mathematical modelling is a fundamental part 

of many different fields. Engineers and those 

working in finance regularly make use of 

mathematical models to predict outcomes. 

The problem solving skills you will gain are 

vital for all fields of work. 

 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

 

All students will study pure Mathematics, statistics and mechanics.  For pure 
Mathematics the topics covered will include, proof, trigonometry, calculus 
and vectors.  For statistics and mechanics, the topics covered will include; 
probability, statistical distributions, hypothesis testing, kinematics and 
Newton’s laws.  These topics will be developed over two years.   
 
Additional Information: 
 
Pupils will have the opportunity to enter the UKMT Challenge and possibly the Team 
Challenge where you can compete against other schools either regionally or nationally.  
Pupils will receive support for STEP, AEA, MAT and PAT which are normally part of the 
offer for Oxbridge and many other Russell Group Universities for Maths, Science and 
Engineering degrees. 

  

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

AS Mathematics will build on your GCSE mathematics and enable you to be more confident 

with mathematical calculations in other subjects such as science or economics. 

 

 

 

Where could this course lead to? 

Mathematics AS Level will support most degree 
courses. Here are a few examples;  
Science, Applied Science courses, Engineering, 
Economics, Architecture, Geography, 
Psychology, Business, Finance/Accounting, 
Actuarial Sciences. 
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Entry requirements 

CSGS general entry criteria for Sixth Form. 

 

 

 

Why should you study this subject? 

The EPQ is a fantastic opportunity to develop 

independent study skills, which a much sought 

after by universities and employers, such as 

research and communication.  

You will be able to deepen your interest in any 

topic that you are not currently studying – it 

doesn’t even need to relate to your subjects! 

 

Of what does the course consist?  

The EPQ is an additional qualification in which you develop the skills necessary to 

successfully complete an independent study project of an area of interest to you.  

The taught element of the course is covered in Year 12 where you complete 30 hours 

focusing on a variety of study skills, such as researching, referencing and collecting 

data. 

Learners are required to: 

 Select an appropriate area of interest 

 Plan, research and carry out your intended project 

 Deliver a presentation to a specified audience 

 Complete a logbook which documents and evidences all stages of the 

project 

 

You will be supported by a supervisor during your project. The final outcome will 

either be: 

 A 5000-word written report 

 Or a ‘production’ or ‘artefact’ (e.g. a film or a sculpture) and a 1000 

word written report.  

 

Where could this course lead to? 

This course can lead to the formal EPQ 

qualification which is worth 28 UCAS points. 

Alternatively, you could produce the extended 

project, but not actually sit the formal 

qualification, to prove your ability to study 

independently and it would provide an excellent 

talking point at interviews to help you to stand out 

from the crowd.  

 

With what other subjects does this course work well with? 

EPQ develops skills which support ALL A Level subjects. 
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Additional non-academic enrichment options in Sixth Form 
 

As well as offering students a choice of an AS in English Literature, Maths or Further Maths, or the EPQ (Extended 

Project Qualification) or a fourth A Level (if permission is granted), all students take part in an enrichment 

programme that aims to foster the personal development of students and extend the curriculum beyond their 

academic achievement.  

Students are given the opportunity to pursue activities in areas of interest and strengths beyond the classroom 

to help them develop a sense of self-awareness and understand their strengths better, developing skills that 

will empower them to be resilient, ambitious life-time learners. This programme also offers students a chance 

to work with peers who may not be in their academic classes or tutor group.  

Subjects currently on offer include a Young Enterprise ‘Your Money’ finance course, British Sign Language, 

Theory of Knowledge, football, badminton, gym, free weights, dance, yoga, mindful gardening, performance 

workshops, wellbeing workshops, ‘find your voice’ (public speaking) workshops and an introduction to 

psychology.  

Additional non-academic enrichment options are chosen at the beginning of the Autumn term subject to 

capacity in each option and then again after Spring Half term, please note it is not necessary to advise the Sixth 

Form Admission Team of any preferences during the application process.  
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Contact details: 

sixthform.admissions@csgrammar.com 
 


