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Independent Study  

One of the key characteristics of a successful A Level student is their ability to consolidate 
and extend their learning through independent study. This requires effective time 
management and organisation skills, discipline, resilience and intellectual curiosity – skills 
that also prepare you for your future academic and professional career.  
 
The amount of unstructured time on your timetable is the biggest difference between Sixth 

Form and lower school, and using this time effectively and wisely is one of the biggest 

challenges of A Level studies and also a crucial factor in your future success.  

It is suggested that A Level students should spend about 20 hours a week on homework and 

independent study. Your class lessons will take you through new material, introduce you to 

skills and provide you with feedback on the work you produce; however, most of your 

learning happens in the work you do on your own.  

Those who use private study time effectively from the very beginning of Year 12 are the 

most successful students at A Level. Working independently consistently from the beginning 

of Year 12 in the form of consolidating notes, seeking out extra resources, reading widely, 

researching and revising will not only boost your results, but also prevent the stress that 

comes with last minute revision or simply knowing that you are not fully prepared for your 

examinations. This constant independent study is particularly important now that A Levels 

are a two-year linear course.  

This booklet aims to give you some general tips on how to use your timetabled private study 

periods, as well as your time outside of school. It also includes independent study tasks for 

each subject to help instruct you in how to manage your own learning effectively. 

 

 



 
 

Top Tips 

Make a to do list.  
Get into the habit of keeping a list of things you need to do. This can be done on paper, in 
your planner, in a notebook or electronically on your phone or lap top.   
 Use the list to focus your mind on important objectives and decide on priorities. 
 The list should ensure you won’t forget anything. 
 Keeping a list should prevent you from becoming side-tracked.  
 A list will make you feel more in control. 
 You will also get the reward of seeing progress as you complete things on the list. 
 
Break tasks down into smaller steps 
This is a key skill, especially for tasks or assignments that are long, challenging and difficult. 
If you break the tasks down into components, you can accomplish them one step at a time 
and feel satisfied with each step that you achieve. 

 Write your steps down. Things that don’t get written down probably don’t get done 
either. Remember the advantages of a list. 

 Be as specific as you can - so not “do 45 minutes Economics”, but “attempt all the 
questions in section A.” 

 Be realistic – you’ll get better with practice at knowing what you can achieve in a 
certain time frame.  

 Try to complete one task before you go on to the next – it’s is a good feeling to tick 
off something on the list. 

 Reward yourself for achieving these goals to maintain your enthusiasm. 
 
Prioritise 
Decide what tasks are urgent and important and prioritise them. This will prevent you from 
concentrating on simple, easy tasks or allowing too many interruptions to your work.  

 List the tasks in order of priority. 
 Devote most time to the most important tasks. 
 Highlight important tasks.  
 Start important tasks well before the deadline. 
 
Use time effectively  
Considering how best to manage your time is essential, since it will make you a more 
efficient learner and also ultimately result in more free time at your disposal.  
 Avoid distractions – turn off notifications on your phone and try to work without it 

unless you need it for your studies. Avoid sitting near people who will distract you in 
timetabled private study periods.  

 Prioritise to avoid any last-minute work.  
 Schedule how you will use your private study tasks.  
 Decide where and when to do what tasks. For example, if you have 15 minutes at your 

disposal, find a task that can be done in that time, freeing you up to do a more 
challenging task when you have more time and no distractions.  



 
 

 Create opportunities to study – a walk to school could be an opportunity to listen to a 
podcast, a bus ride could be an opportunity to read an article. These short bursts of 
study will all add up into hours a week.  

 Work out what is the most productive time in the day for you to study. This varies from 
individual to individual. Then do your most challenging work at that time, and save 
easier tasks for a less productive time.  

 

Timetable to strike a balance between studying and free time 

It is essential that you get this balance right over a two-year course. You will need to relax, 
socialise and have fun, possibly work part-time, as well as study. The trick is in maintaining 
the balance to ensure good results but also mental and physical well-being.   

 Decide on how you want to structure your week to meet the 20 hours of private study.  

 Think about free time wish to ring-fence. For example, you might decide to do 6 hours 
of study on a Saturday to free up your Sundays. You might decide to work on Friday 
nights because you work on Saturdays.   

 Draw up a timetable – and then assess if it is working for you If not, try another system.  

 Build relaxation, hobbies and physical exercise into your timetable.   

 

Use timetabled private study periods wisely and responsibly.  

Private study periods should be treated as normal lessons if they are to be effective. Don’t 

forget the more you do in private study periods, the less you have to do at home. It is also 

essential that you respect the needs of other students and create an effective learning 

environment for all.   

 Ensure you are punctual, settle down to work as soon as you arrive and follow any 

instructions from your supervisor.  

 Only use mobile phones for work purposes and turn off notifications. Remember that 

any inappropriate use of mobile phones will result in confiscation.  

 Ensure that you have work to do for all private study periods, including independent 

research, consolidating notes, creating revision resources, homework and examination 

practice.  

 Consult this study-specific guidance at the end of this booklet if you require direction in 

using your time wisely.  

 Work in silence, unless you have the permission of your supervisors to work 

collaboratively, in which case talk as quietly as possible to avoid disrupting other 

students.  

 

The following pages give specific tasks for private study for each subject. Please print off 

relevant pages and keep in your folders as a reference to guide your independent study.  

 

  



 
 
Art 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Create a mind-map to clarify your routes for work. 

 Go to peer and teacher feedbacks sheets/targets located in front 
of Work Journal. 

 Make an Action Plan using the handouts available in A1. 

 Use word association to develop other ways of thinking about 
your theme (as lesson workshop).  

 Use the AQA assessment criteria and apply to your on-going 
work (in Art area and issued for your front sleeve of each Work 
Journal). 

 Read the A grade criterion for Art (in front sleeve of WJ and in 
KS5 folder. 

 Use the analysis examples and help guides in KS5 folder. 

 Use the glossary sheets in KS5 folder to improve vocabulary. 

 Refer to the Post 16 Art Hand Book in the Art area/KS5. 

 Compile a bibliography for each work journal 

 Go to STUDENT ART SHOWS in Art folder. 

 Go to the PREVIOUS STUDENT WORK LIBUARY in A1. 

 Use the Project Check lists. 

 Print off the work emails sent by the Art Department and add 
the items to the Action Plans. 
 

Research   Watch ‘how to Youtube videos’ to research new techniques you 
may wish to explore to further your on-going work. 

 Use physical ‘how to’ guide Art Books from the library in A1 

 Use contemporary artists /designers/craftspeople individual web 
sites to access inform ‘google search’ to research. 

 Contact via websites professional and practising 
artists/designers/craftspeople. 

 Watch Arts Programmes on BBC2/BBC3/BBC4. 

 Read ’’This is Modern Art’’ by Matthew Collings 

 Watch ‘’This is Modern Art’’ Matthew Collings TV series 1999 – 
highly recommended. 

 Watch programmes by Grayson Perry 

 Visit both public and private galleries websites. 

 Present each gallery visit in your WJ to support your own work. 

 Some Gallery links. 

 https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/ 
https://www.saatchigallery.com/ 
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern 
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain 
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/venues/hayward-gallery 
https://www.newportstreetgallery.com/ 
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/ 
https://parasol-unit.org/ 
https://www.victoria-miro.com/ 
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/ 
https://chisenhale.org.uk/ 
https://beerslondon.com/ 

https://www.whitechapelgallery.org/
https://www.saatchigallery.com/
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern
https://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/venues/hayward-gallery
https://www.newportstreetgallery.com/
https://thephotographersgallery.org.uk/
https://parasol-unit.org/
https://www.victoria-miro.com/
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/
https://chisenhale.org.uk/
https://beerslondon.com/


 
 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/ 
https://www.npg.org.uk/ 
https://www.somersethouse.org.uk/ 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/ 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/ 
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/ 
 

Practice  Do you have practical work that needs to be completed?  If so 
request to come and work in the Art Department. 

 You should be allocating a minimum of 2 hours of PS per week to 
work in the Art Department. 

 Recommended time to work on your practical work in PS is x 4 
periods. 

 Plan your use of PS so you can back this up to an Art lesson, 
giving you a 2-hour time slot which is essential to progress with 
practical work. 

 Plan, using the Art Action Plans on a weekly basis, exactly what 
you intend to do during each session. 

 Monitor your Action Plan daily. 

 Make a photographic visual work record of progress in practical 
work.  

 Give yourself intermediate deadlines across a half term. 

 Organise practical work with a friend where you need help. 

 Check the Art rooms available before you make your plan – take 
a picture of your teachers TT and keep it on your mobile for 
reference. 
 

 

  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
https://www.npg.org.uk/
https://www.somersethouse.org.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
https://www.britishmuseum.org/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/


 
 
Biology 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate learning from lessons by reading over the relevant 
section in the textbook. 

 Use the exam board specification to concentrate on the key 
aspects of the content. 

 Use resources on the Z drive to add to your class notes. 

 Read online to increase depth in understanding of certain areas 

 Watch animations of various biological processes 
(http://www.sumanasinc.com/webcontent/animation.html) 

 Complete tutorials, activities and tests on the Pearson 
Activelearn website. 

 Complete past exam questions. There are whole past papers or 
questions by topic saved on the Z drive. 

 Write a summary of each chapter/key concept in your 
textbook/specification. 
 

Research   Research further into more complex areas of the course. 

 Watch animations of various biological processes 
(http://www.sumanasinc.com/webcontent/animation.html). 

 For core practicals, complete thorough research on the topic, 
including methods, and include citations in your work using 
Harvard referencing. 

 Research further into an area of Biology which interests you, 
which you can refer to in your UCAS personal statement or 
degree apprenticeship. 

 Listen to or watch university style lectures on YouTube, Open 
Yale Courses (https://oyc.yale.edu/courses) or Ted Talks. 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage 
in independent research to fill them.  
 

Practice  Look on the Z drive or on the exam board website to find past 
papers. There are also questions on various different topics 
saved on the Z drive. 

 Plan answers to exam questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident. 

 Study the mark schemes, and examiners reports to ensure you 
know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Practise different style questions (multiple choice, short and long 
answer). 

 Practise mathematical skills by completing past exam questions. 
 

 

  

http://www.sumanasinc.com/webcontent/animation.html
http://www.sumanasinc.com/webcontent/animation.html
https://oyc.yale.edu/courses


 
 
Business Studies 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision. 

 Write a summary of each topic using the Teacher scheme of 
work and your checklists. Make sure you have answers to every 
question on your checklists. 

 Use your textbook to add to your class notes. 
 

Research   Research further into all the topics/bullet points on your 
‘Independent Study Programme.’ Create a section in your notes 
for all this research. 

 Watch the News every day and make notes on major world 
events. 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge by making 
use of the questions on your checklists and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

 Year 13 to make research notes on The Research Theme bullet 
points for Paper 3. 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer.  

 Using all the past papers on the school website ‘Student 
area/Faculties/BESS/Business/Past papers’ or Old past papers. 
Practise planning out answers by annotating the passage. 

 Plan answers to past questions.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars 
to ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
Classical Civilisation: Love and Relationships 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail; 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision; add 
sub-titles and highlight key terms and ideas to draw your eye to 
them. 

 Reflect on targets and feedback and consider steps needed to 
improve. 

 Make notes on the commentary Sappho and Ovid. 

 Create mind maps on the philosophical ideas of Seneca and Plato.  

 Create mind maps on how Greek and Roman ideas are similar and 
how they are different.  

 Create mind maps on the similarities and differences between all 
of the authors (Ovid, Sappho, Plato and Seneca). 

 Revise scholarly opinion and categorise the scholarly opinion 
under thematic headings.  

 Utilise resources on the Z drive.  
 

Research  Use the Radio 4 website to find lectures and discussions on key 
topics.  

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

 Watch a relevant TED talk and take notes. 

 Search for relevant documentaries on YouTube and take notes. 

 Utilise resources on the Z drive.  
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-
civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/ 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  

 Think of potential 20 (usually linked to the context of the author 
and how this has influenced their work) and 30 mark questions 
(more general statement about all authors and how far you agree 
with that statement). 

 Study the Sappho and Ovid prescription and think of potential 10 
mark questions usually focused on literary analysis. 

 Utilise resources on the Z drive. 
 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/


 
 
Classical Civilisation: Greek Tragedy 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail; 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision; add 
sub-titles and highlight key terms and ideas to draw your eye to 
them 

 Use resources on the Z drive to add to your class notes. 

 Study visual source material for Greek theatre and think of 
potential 10 mark questions. 

 Make notes on the commentary for all three plays which are 
located on the student drive. 

 Create a narrative flow chart of the events which happen in each 
play. 

 Create mind maps of the themes in each play and support these 
themes with particular quotations.  

 Revise scholarly opinion and categorise the scholarly opinion 
under thematic headings.  

 Utilise resources on the Z drive. 
 

Research  Use the Radio 4 website to find relevant lectures and discussions.  

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

 Watch a relevant TED talk and take notes. 

 Search for relevant documentaries on YouTube and take notes. 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer.  

 Look at the OCR exam board website to find practice or past 
papers:  https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-
level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/ 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Think of potential 20 (Explain/Evaluate/how far you agree 
question based on one play) and 30 mark questions (more general 
statement about all three plays and how far you agree with that 
statement). 

 Utilise resources on the Z drive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/


 
 
Classical Civilisation: Epic – Homer’s Odyssey, Virgil’s Aenid  

Consolidation 
 & Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail; organise 
to make notes understandable for future revision; add sub-titles and 
highlight key terms and ideas to draw your eye to them. 

 Complete consolidation questions for each book (see Survival Guide). 

 Complete a summary for each prescribed book (see Survival Guide). 

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of key themes (book, 
character/scene, significance/meaning). 

 Re-read prescribed books and add new thoughts/ideas to your notes. 

 Fill in the tables in the appendices section of your Survival Guide.  

 Read supplementary material in your Survival Guide and highlight 
important information/annotate thoughts in the margin. 

 Read the Introduction section of your copy of the epic.  

 Reflect on targets and feedback and consider steps to improve. 

 Review essay guidance and model answers and reflect on the criteria and 
to what extent your own work meets this. 

 Utilise resources on the Z drive.  
 

Research  Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them 

 Read texts from the ‘Further Reading List’ provided by OCR found in your 
Survival Guide 

 Read academic books and journals relevant to the epic you are studying 
to get a feel for scholarly writing and to add to your knowledge. 

 Research the ‘Stretch and Challenge’ questions in your Survival Guide 
and then write detailed plans of answers. 

 Research further items from the ‘Timeline of Ancient Rome’ in your 
Survival Guide to provide you with a fuller picture of Roman history and 
society.  

 Watch a relevant TED talk and take notes 

 Search for relevant documentaries on YouTube and take notes. 

 Access the online textbook (OCR The World of the Hero) to augment your 
notes on themes, epic structure, characters and society. 

 Utilise resources on the Z drive. 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use feedback to improve your answer. 

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-
civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/  

 Plan detailed answers to practice questions using your essay guidance 

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best answers. 
Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel confident  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to ensure 
you know what examiners are looking for  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question  

 Write your own questions and then answer them  

 Utilise resources on the Z drive 
 

 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/cw/ocr-as-and-a-level-classical-civilisation/the-world-of-the-hero/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/classical-civilisation-h008-h408-from-2017/


 
 
Chemistry 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Use Kerboodle to access text book. Complete summary 
questions after each lesson. 

 Go over lesson notes given in class and supplement with more 
details. 

 Use www.chemguide.co.uk for a thorough explanation of each 
topic and some worked examples. 

 Use https://chemrevise.org.  Print off revision guides for each 
topic.  Study each topic and highlight the key points.  Carefully 
study the example questions on each topic to help you when you 
practise past paper questions. 

 

Research   Research further into an area of Chemistry which interests you, 
which you can refer to on your UCAC personal statement or 
degree apprenticeship CV using Chemreview magazine at 
www.york.ac.uk.  This magazine / website has numerous articles 
(you can access many of the most recent ones), which are 
written specifically for post 16 students.  Knowledge of one or 
two topics which interest you would impress an interviewer at 
university or company to which you might apply. 
 

Practice  Print off the Assessed Homework as soon as lessons on a new 
topic have started.  Answer questions as soon as you have been 
taught the relevant lesson for each particular question, so you 
are ready to hand in this work just prior to the topic test. 

 Look at the AQA exam board website to find practice or past 
papers: www.aqa.org.uk 

 Also use www.physicsandmathstutor.com to access questions by 
topic as well as in whole exam papers. 

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure you 
have understood the topic well. Then start doing this in timed 
conditions when you feel confident.  

 Study and become very familiar with the mark schemes to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chemguide.co.uk/
https://chemrevise.org/
http://www.york.ac.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


 
 

Computer Science 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and organise to 
make notes understandable for future revision – Make sure you are using the 
Cornell Method of notetaking to help you maximise the effectiveness of your 
notes by using the template in your booklets. 

 Work through the definitions at the back of your booklet (highlight the 
definitions you are sure of and use the unfamiliar ones to test yourself). 

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of each of the topics studied - use them 
weekly to test yourself on your recollection of the work studied. Alter the 
mind-maps or spider-gram where there are still weaknesses. 

 Use resources in the Student Shared Area to add to your class notes. The 
lesson PowerPoints are added after each lesson, so go back and ensure that 
each part of the lesson has been covered in your notes. 

 Ensure that the weekly homework is completed and submitted on the required 
day. Ensure that all examination techniques are used when answering any 
examination questions. 

 Make sure you have used the subject clarification document: 
www.ocr.org.uk/Images/383613-subject-content-clarification-guide.pdf  

 

Research   Research further into the key concepts using the Craig n Dave videos on 
YouTube (https://www.YouTube.com/channel/UC0HzEBLlJxlrwBAHJ5S9JQg). 

 Write notes from the following websites:  
Isaac Computer Science - isaaccomputerscience.org/students 

All A Level Content - en.wikibooks.org/wiki/A-level_Computing/OCR 

 Read the Technology section on the BBC News website. 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in independent 
research to fill them.  

 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work (homework or end of topic test), use advice 
given to rewrite or plan a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find past papers: OCR Exam Board - 

www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-
h446-from-2015/  

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to past papers. Research first to ensure best answers. Then 
start doing this in timed conditions when you feel confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and examiners reports to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  

 If you are working on your Project Report, use Mr Duhan’s example as a guide 
and add more detail to past subheadings. 

 
 

 

  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/383613-subject-content-clarification-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0HzEBLlJxlrwBAHJ5S9JQg
isaaccomputerscience.org/students
en.wikibooks.org/wiki/A-level_Computing/OCR
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/computer-science-h046-h446-from-2015/


 
 

Drama 

Consolidation 
and Revision 
Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Write a write a summary of each (chapter in your textbook/case study/ 
concept etc)  – reduce it to an A4 revision resource. Make sure you 
include; For set text ADOAA, character profiles linked to their 
commedia counter parts- see hand out for details. Concise notes on 
how as an actor you would portray various characters, make notes on 
other practitioner style which might complement the characters of the 
Maniac/ Pissani/ Feletti etc. ie Berkoff’s use of mime or the LABAN 
efforts, Brecht’s breaking of the fourth wall to directly address the 
audience and enhance the didactic message.  

 You cannot get full marks without referencing Commedia; a strong 
knowledge of this is required. 

 Create a summary of (each key concept, reasons for using Brecht, 
Berkoff, Commedia, LABAN) 

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of themes and issues from the play. 
You must thoroughly understand Dario Fo’s intentions and why the play 
is relevant in the time period he wrote it and why it might be significant 
to audiences of today. 

 Use of resources on the Z drive to add to your class notes. Use the 2 
large packs- includes stage and set design advice and much more 
detailed information about the play. These packs should be used as a 
bible of information – spend time reading through and pulling out the 
most useful bits.  

 Use the essay exemplars and writing frames to support your practice 
essays and attempt one every 2 weeks in timed conditions. 

 Create flashcards on each (unit/text) create and use key vocabulary 
that you must remember and will use in your essays. 

 Flash cards – find relevant quotes that will be useful to reference the 
play as a whole – play particular attention to when the characters break 
the 4th wall and address the audience – what are Fo’s intention’s here? 

 Always consider – what is the impact on the audience by 
doing/saying/designing this. 
 

Research   Research further into Dario Fo using the support packs you were given. 

 Write notes from the following websites:  

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Dram
a%20and%20Theatre%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample
%20assessments/A-level-Drama-and-Theatre-glossary.pdf 

 Read all (critical essays) on the Z drive  

 Listen to or watch university style lectures on …. YouTube or Open Yale 
Courses (https://oyc.yale.edu/courses) or Ted Talks; 

 https://www.ted.com/talks/patsy_rodenburg_why_i_do_theater 

 Use the Radio 4 website to find lectures and discussions on; Alan 
Bennet/ Kenneth Branagh   

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01r9rtj 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p00nlt3g 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Drama%20and%20Theatre%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Drama-and-Theatre-glossary.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Drama%20and%20Theatre%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Drama-and-Theatre-glossary.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Drama%20and%20Theatre%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Drama-and-Theatre-glossary.pdf
https://oyc.yale.edu/courses
https://www.ted.com/talks/patsy_rodenburg_why_i_do_theater
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01r9rtj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p00nlt3g


 
 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

 Watch live theatre, there are many that are being streamed for free at 
the moment; 

 https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/matthew-
bourne-sky-arts-tv-swan-
lake_51410.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_ca
mpaign=16April2020&fbclid=IwAR1HTIgUCVelU5vCwredTYNavAaCvFN
UsWyt0p74NdS9ud1vKSddDlm22_I 

 https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/theatre-audience-
podcast/id1479286097 
 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write a 
better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-
levels/drama-and-theatre-
2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  
 

 

 

  

https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/matthew-bourne-sky-arts-tv-swan-lake_51410.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=16April2020&fbclid=IwAR1HTIgUCVelU5vCwredTYNavAaCvFNUsWyt0p74NdS9ud1vKSddDlm22_I
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/matthew-bourne-sky-arts-tv-swan-lake_51410.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=16April2020&fbclid=IwAR1HTIgUCVelU5vCwredTYNavAaCvFNUsWyt0p74NdS9ud1vKSddDlm22_I
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/matthew-bourne-sky-arts-tv-swan-lake_51410.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=16April2020&fbclid=IwAR1HTIgUCVelU5vCwredTYNavAaCvFNUsWyt0p74NdS9ud1vKSddDlm22_I
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/matthew-bourne-sky-arts-tv-swan-lake_51410.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=16April2020&fbclid=IwAR1HTIgUCVelU5vCwredTYNavAaCvFNUsWyt0p74NdS9ud1vKSddDlm22_I
https://www.whatsonstage.com/london-theatre/news/matthew-bourne-sky-arts-tv-swan-lake_51410.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=16April2020&fbclid=IwAR1HTIgUCVelU5vCwredTYNavAaCvFNUsWyt0p74NdS9ud1vKSddDlm22_I
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/theatre-audience-podcast/id1479286097
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/theatre-audience-podcast/id1479286097
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments


 
 

Economics 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision. 

 Write a summary of each topic using the Teacher scheme of 
work and your checklists. Make sure you have answers to every 
question on your checklists. 

 Use your textbook to add to your class notes. 
 

Research   Research further into all the topics/bullet points on your 
‘Independent Study Programme’  and create a section in your 
notes for all this research. 

 Watch the News every day and make notes on major world 
events. 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge by making 
use of the questions on your checklists and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

 Year 13 to make research notes on at least 3 developed and 3 
developing countries and the state of their economies over the 
last 5 years. 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer.  

 Using all the past papers on the school website ‘Student 
area/Faculties/BESS/Economics/Past papers or Old past papers 
practise planning out answers by annotating the passage. 

 Plan answers to past questions.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars 
to ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  
 

 

  



 
 
English Literature  

Consolidation 
and Revision 
Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and organise to 
make notes understandable for future revision. 

 Write a summary of each chapter in ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ reduce it to an A4 
revision resource. Make sure you include key quotes and links to Frankenstein.  

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of each theme in the set texts.  

 Use resources on the Z drive to add to your class notes. 

 Create A02 flashcards for each text with key methodology on them. You could 
include something on structure/motifs/imagery/symbolism for each. Include a 
space to specify why the writer has used the method and how it helps convey 
their message. 
 

Research   Research further into the texts you are studying and the context in which they 
were written by using the British Library website. 
https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature 

 Read critical articles about the set texts by accessing the e-magazine archive on 
the English and Media Centre’s website: 
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emagazine-87 

 Read all critical essays on the Z drive.  

 In particular, read through the additional essays about Shakespeare’s Othello 
on the Z drive. When you have finished create a list of key critical A05 quotes 
for each character and theme. 

 Listen to Emma Smith’s podcast on Othello and take notes: 
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/approaching-shakespeare 

 Listen to or watch university style lectures on the set texts at Open Yale 
Courses (https://oyc.edu/courses) or Ted Talks. 

 Use the Radio 4 website to find lectures and discussions on the set texts. For 
example THMT: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?filter=programmes&q=the+handmaid%27s+tale 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in independent 
research to fill them.  
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write a better 
answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-
literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments 

 Write a plan and introduction for different practice questions. 

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best answers. Then 
start doing this in timed conditions when you feel confident.  

 Swap your response with someone else on the course or check example 
answers on the Edexcel website. Use the mark scheme to assess your partner’s 
work. Do the same for your own essay.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to ensure you 
know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  
 

https://www.bl.uk/discovering-literature
https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/e-magazine/emagazine-87
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/approaching-shakespeare
https://oyc.edu/courses
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?filter=programmes&q=the+handmaid%27s+tale
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments


 
 
French 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 “Intouchables” + “No et moi”: write a synopsis. 

 “Intouchables” + “No et moi”: write a summary of each theme, 
historical and social context, character, scene - reduce it to an A4 
revision resource. Make sure you include A Level lexis. Create 
flashcards to help you. 

 “Intouchables” + “No et moi”: make a list of your top 10 
quotations.  You do not necessarily need to learn them by heart 
but it is important to recall and even paraphrase them when you 
write about the film and/or the book. 

 “France under the Occupation”: go through your printed PPTs 
and write a list of key events per year and per historical figure. 

 4 themes studied over the 2 years: create an up-to-date mind-
map of the 4 themes tested at A Level. Include facts e.g. dates, 
figures…  

 Use various Zigzag resources on the Z drive to add to your class 
notes. 
 

Research   Research further into France under the Occupation using 
websites given to you by your classroom teacher. 

 “France under the Occupation”: listen to or watch university 
style lectures on YouTube (Les Bons Profs) or Open Yale Courses 
(https://oyc.yale.edu/history/hist-276#sessions). 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage 
in independent research to fill them.  

 Go on the Bescherelle website (https://bescherelle.com/) to 
practise all 4 skills. 

 Regularly visit BFMTV (http://www.bfmtv.com/) and News in 
Slow French (https://www.newsinslowfrench.com/). 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers 
(https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html) 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars 
to ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  

 Practise past papers on a regular basis, making a list of your 
most common errors. 

 Practise your translation skills, French to English and English to 
French. 

 Practise reading literary texts for gist. 

https://oyc.yale.edu/history/hist-276%23sessions
https://bescherelle.com/
http://www.bfmtv.com/
https://www.newsinslowfrench.com/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html


 
 

 Practise your French pronunciation.  Use language 

spontaneously to initiate communication, ask and answer 

questions, expressing thoughts, ideas, feelings etc. in order to 

prepare well for the spoken exam.  Research extensively your 

chosen topic. 

 Summarise and analyse findings from written sources relating to 

your research subject, and show knowledge and understanding 

about the culture and society where the language is spoken. 

 Work on your speaking exam research topic as early as possible.  

Research the topic extensively. 

 Practise Part A of your speaking exam by using your speaking 
exam booklet. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

German 

Consolidation 
and Revision 
Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision. 

 Write up new vocabulary and details of any grammar points. 

 Write a summary of each sub-topic and reduce it to an A4 revision 
resource. (Make sure you include points for discussion in the speaking 
exam.) 

 Create a mind-map, spider-gram or flash cards for the vocabulary for 
each sub-topic.  

 Ensure that you have a very thorough knowledge of all of the grammar 
structures listed in the A level grammar list and complete practice 
exercises. 

 Review all of the resources provided about themes, characters, 
techniques etc. for the film/play (Paper 2). 

 Useful websites:  
www.memrise.com = Online digital vocab exercises based on the Echo range 
of textbooks. 
www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/sta/lon.html = Key Stage 5 materials from the 
Goethe Institut. 
www.leo.org = The Best online dictionary for learners of German. 
www.dynamic-learning.co.uk = Online exercises and texts linked to the A 
Level Textbook. 
www.tagesschau.de = Online news channel. 
www.ardmediathek.de = Online German language television. 

 

Research   Watch the film and read the play as many times as possible and view 
the numerous interpretations of the play on YouTube. 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge for the discussion 
points in the speaking exam and engage in independent research to fill 
them.  

 Undertake thorough research into the issue chosen for your 
Independent Research Project and practise presenting your sources 
and answering questions on your research.  

 Read German newspapers and magazine in the Legacy Centre.  
 

Practice  Listen to and read as much “real” German as possible using a range of 
media, noting new and relevant vocabulary. 

 After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write a 
better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers 
(Edexcel). 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them. 

http://www.memrise.com/
file://///csgs-nas-01/staff$/Withom/Desktop/All%20Folders/All%20A%20Star%20Booklets/www.goethe.de/ins/gb/en/sta/lon.html
http://www.leo.org/
http://www.dynamic-learning.co.uk/
http://www.tagesschau.de/
http://www.ardmediathek.de/


 
 
Geography  

Consolidation 
and Revision 
Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision.  

 Write a summary of each topic (chapter in your textbook, case study 
and concept) – reduce it to an A4 revision resource. Make sure you 
include key vocabulary, relevant located information, links between 
human and physical aspects of the issue 

 Create a summary of the key concepts across all topic areas:  
1. Causality 
2. Feedback  
3. Sustainability 
4. Identity 
5. Inequality 
6. Resilience 
7. Risk  
8. Globalisation  
9. System  
10. Threshold 
11. Interdependence 
12. Mitigation and adaption 
13. Equilibrium 

 Create a mind-map of the three themes across the whole curriculum  
(Players, Actions, Future) 

 Use resources (News article links ) on the Z drive to add to your class 
notes. 

 Create flashcards on each (specification point).  

 Use the understanding checkers on the Z drive to review 
understanding: Z:\Humanities\Geography\KS5\Revision\Edexcel A 
Level Understanding Checkers  
 

Research   Research further into issues surrounding climate change and the 
environment using  https://theconversation.com/uk/environment 

 Research further into issues surrounding changes in cities using  
https://theconversation.com/uk/cities  

 Write notes from the following websites:  
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-edexcel/ 

 Listen to or watch university style lectures YouTube or Open Yale Courses 
(https://oyc.yale.edu/courses) or Ted Talks. 

 Use the following websites to find podcasts, lectures and discussions on a 
wide range of geographical issues:  

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/rgs-ibg-ask-the-
experts/id1196746426?mt=2 

https://www.geography.org.uk/GeogPod-The-GAs-Podcast 
https://www.rgs.org/all/?categories=SchoolMemberLecture           

https://www.rgs.org/geography/online-lectures/        
RGS Login: 615750@rgs.org  
RGS Password: GB747AOK 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

https://theconversation.com/uk/environment
https://theconversation.com/uk/cities
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/geography-revision/a-level-edexcel/
https://oyc.yale.edu/courses
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/rgs-ibg-ask-the-experts/id1196746426?mt=2
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/rgs-ibg-ask-the-experts/id1196746426?mt=2
https://www.geography.org.uk/GeogPod-The-GAs-Podcast
https://www.rgs.org/all/?categories=SchoolMemberLecture
https://www.rgs.org/geography/online-lectures/
mailto:615750@rgs.org


 
 

 Use the FT website to read relevant stretching articles and complete the 
tasks to develop analytical skills - https://www.ft.com/geographyclass  

 Use the Geography in the News resources from the RGS to develop and 
extend understanding of contemporary Geographical issues:  

https://www.rgs.org/geonews/  
RGS Login: 615750@rgs.org  
RGS Password: GB747AOK 

 Listen to BBC World Service podcasts on issues around the climate crisis 
and super powers: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p029399x/episodes/downloads  

 Listen to BBC World service The Documentary podcasts :  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nq0lx/episodes/downloads?page=1 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write a 
better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-
levels/geography-2016.html 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions – use resource on the z drive 
for example questions  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best answers. 
Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to ensure 
you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  
 

 

  

https://www.ft.com/geographyclass
https://www.rgs.org/geonews/
mailto:615750@rgs.org
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p029399x/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nq0lx/episodes/downloads?page=1
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html


 
 
Government and Politics 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks  

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision  

 Write a summary of each relevant chapter in your Hodder, ‘Edexcel 
UK Government and Politics for A Level’ (McNaughton) textbook for 
Y12 that links to Section A of both your Component 1 and 2 papers.  
Include in each, new and/or relevant (1) concepts, (2) 
examples/case studies (3) personalities. Be as specific as possible 
with regard to illustrative material.  

 Start to do the same with core and non-core political ideas using 
the text ‘Political ideas for A Level: Liberalism, Conservatism, 
Socialism, Feminism, Anarchism’ (McNaughton) but focus on (1) 
Theorists (2) Ideas (3) Disagreements and debates (within not 
across topics) in relation to key themes. 

 The above text notes can also be summarised into flashcards for 
more focussed revision.  

 Where bigger questions or themes warrant it, create a mind-map or 
spider diagram to indicate why particular opinions/perspectives 
exist with relation to the themes in each topic.  

 Use additional reading to supplement class notes (see reading 
lists).  

 Create top trumps to focus on key individuals and/or examples that 
have contributed to British Politics and or Political Ideas.   
 

Research    Research further into political figures of note but beyond the core 
expectations of the text e.g. Harold Wilson or past political events 
that have defined a political period e.g. impact of OPEC crisis in UK 
via more general books on political history or political 
memoirs/biographies .  

 Begin the process of following global as well as domestic events via 
the web. Main new sites are good but look beyond these e.g. 
opendemocracy.net or its various sub-sites especially 
‘OpenDemocracyUK’.  

 Choose newspapers that have a more international focus (e.g. the 
Guardian) to be able to contextualise your learning of Global 
Politics in Y13. This may mean also looking at web versions of 
foreign newspapers that have English language versions or papers 
from English speaking countries, especially the United States e.g. 
New York Times, Washington Post (have some articles for free). 

 Watching the news with some regularity will also help here but be 
selective – Sky/BBC news for domestic issues and CNN/Channel 4 
News for a more international focus. 

 Discover political podcasts with a British focus e.g. ‘Reasons to be 
Cheerful’ or ‘Political Party’ or international one.  

 Seek out relevant documentaries and dramatizations that are 
factual and at least partially inspired by real events relating to key 
events and periods using online/digital resources, that might aid 
your understanding of the course e.g. BBC iplayer, 4od. Netflix, 
amazon prime video, YouTube. 
 



 
 

Practice   After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write 
a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers:   
www. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-

levels/politics-2017.html 
 Plan answers to past or practice questions.   
 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 

answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.   

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.   

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.   
 Write your own questions and then answer them.   
  

 

  

www.%20https:/qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html
www.%20https:/qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html


 
 
History 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Write a write a summary of each chapter in both your Oxford 
textbooks (Unit 1H: Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964 and 
Unit 2E: English Revolution, 1625-60. Include in each, new and/or 
relevant (1) concepts, (2) people, (3) events/ developments. Be as 
specific as possible with regard to dates. 

 The above can be summarised into flashcards for more focussed 
revision. 

 Where bigger questions or themes warrant it, create a mind-map or 
spider diagram to indicate causation or consequence. 

 Use additional reading to supplement class notes (see reading lists). 

 Or top trumps to focus on key individuals and/or events that have 
contributed to change/continuity, over time.  

Research   Research further into historians views on particular periods within 
the focus of study. 

 Y12: Begin the process of researching your coursework. Find a good 
general history on Germany in the period, 1848-1945 and read 
appropriate chapters. Pick out a key theme of interest e.g. political 
change, foreign affairs influence of military, economic change, 
social change, cultural change. 

 Refer to relevant historical websites that apply to the main courses 
of study e.g. Unit 1H: www.orlandofiges.info  or Unit 2E: www.bcw-
project.org 

 Discover historical podcasts e.g. ‘Dan Snow’s History Hit’ or ‘History 
Extra’. 

 Seek out relevant documentaries and dramatizations of historical 
events and periods using online/digital resources, that might aid 
your understanding of the course e.g. bbc iplayer, 4od. Netflix, 
amazon prime video, History Hit. 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write 
a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers:  
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Maths 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Students should use their maths textbook. There are different 
ones available but it is suggested they use the provided Oxford 
University Press or Pearson books. (CGP can be used for revision) 

 YouTube “ExamSolutions” videos are acceptable but not 
recommended. 

 www.drfrostmaths.com contains useful lesson PowerPoints for 
students to catch up on; students can create logins and 
complete practice questions. 
 

Research   www.drfrostmaths.com contains STEP/MAT preparation 
material as well as higher level problems. 

 Books provided by maths department or approved by Maths – 
students should get approval from Head of Faculty or Assistant 
Curriculum Leader. 
 

Practice  Useful websites  
- www.physicsandmathstutor.com  
- www.integralmaths.org 
- www.pearsonactivelearn.com 
- www.khanacademy.org 
- www.drfrostmaths.com  
 

 Solomon worksheets (available on 
www.physicsandmathstutor.com). 

 Integral maths exercise level 1-3. 

 Integral maths topic assessments. 

 Integral maths online tests. 

 Textbook exercises/assessments (OUP or Pearson) 
 
Students have access to all of these but it is most recommended that 
they complete textbook exercises throughout the year and finish their 
textbook cover to cover. During exam revision period they should be 
doing papers and exercises or reviewing PowerPoints. 
 
Every student should be DOING maths. If a student is just reading, they 
are not using their time effectively. DOING maths is the best way to 
improve. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.drfrostmaths.com/
http://www.drfrostmaths.com/
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
http://www.integralmaths.org/
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.drfrostmaths.com/
http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


 
 
Music  

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Ensure notes are written clearly in your anthology with the features 
clearly marked and labelled 

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of DR T SMITH for each of the 
set works 

 Create flashcards on each set work 

 Use the shared PowerPoint for Wider Listening and contribute your 
own pieces to it 

 Listen to the set works consistently and test yourself on features 

Research   Research further into each area of study, especially the historical, 
social, and contextual factors 

 Write notes from the following websites: 
https://manwaringmusic.blog 

 Rhinegold Music Notes online 
Additional Edexcel notes  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-
levels/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials 

 Listen to or watch the LSO Discovery lecture series for Edexcel A 
level Music on YouTube e.g. 
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=SfYEkk9nir4 

 Use the BBC radio 3 website to find lectures and discussions on 
various styles of music. Listen to relevant programmes and concerts 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

 Read ‘A History of Western Music’ by D. Grout  

 Find additional pieces of Wider Listening and create a DR T SMITH 
table to analyse the additional pieces 

 Attend concerts or watch the BBC Proms on television. In particular, 
watch the 2019 Symphonie Fantastique performance 
https://www.YouTube.com/watch?v=FqTU8m8BJwQ 

Practice  After each essay, use advice given to plan or write a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to 
ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.   

 Analysis, Evaluation, context and wider listening for each point 

 Create an argument or point for each set work, e.g. RVW had a 
unique compositional style in the time of the English Folk Song 
revival because of his unique musical experiences with Ravel and 
Stanford. 

 Create and complete your own Question 5 essays 

 Create and complete dictation exercises 

 Listen to music and pick out as many features as you can.  

https://manwaringmusic.blog/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfYEkk9nir4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/live:bbc_radio_three
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqTU8m8BJwQ


 
 
Music Technology 

Consolidation 
and Revision 
Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Write a write a summary of each genre of music on the spec– reduce it to 
an A4 revision resource. Make sure you include a short description of each 
element from ICTDEER (instruments, capture, texture, dynamic processing, 
editing, effects, result) 

 Create a summary of different eras of music technology recording 

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of different types of microphones, their 
pros, cons and typical usage for each of these instruments: solo voice, 
electric bass, acoustic guitar, violins, drum kit, choir, saxophone, flute 

 Create flashcards on each type of wave, their usage, how they sound and 
how they are produced e.g. sine, saw, square etc. 

Research   Research further into sound/wave/subtractive synthesis and creative FX 
using YouTube, Wikipedia and MusicTech.net 

 Write notes from the following websites:  
https://www.soundonsound.com/  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_technology 
https://www.musictech.net  

 Listen to or watch university style lectures on YouTube or Open Yale 
Courses (https://oyc.yale.edu/courses) or Ted Talks 

 Use the Radio 4 website to find lectures and discussions on Music 
Technology, pioneering bands/equipment e.g. the Beatles, The Beach 
Boys,  808, Tears for Fears, Kate Bush 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or write a 
better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-
levels/music-technology-
2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-
UK:Category%2FExam-materials  

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best answers. 
Then do this in timed conditions when you feel confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars to ensure 
you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  

 Take a 2-4 bar sample from a song from one of the genre on the 
specification and use this as either a remix task. Here are some 
suggestions: 

1950s Rock n Roll: Tutti Frutti by Little Richard 
1960s Rock: I Get Around by Beach Boys  
1970s Soul/Funk: Love has Fallen on Me by Chaka Khan 
1980s Pop: Wuthering Heights by Kate Bush 
1990s EDM: Give it by Betta Lemme 
2000s Indie: Atlantis to Interzone by Klaxons 
2010s Urban: American Boy by Estelle feat. Kanye West 

https://www.soundonsound.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_technology
https://www.musictech.net/
https://oyc.yale.edu/courses
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-technology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-technology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-technology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-technology-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


 
 
Physical Education 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Write a summary of each (chapter in your textbook/case study/ 
concept, etc.)  – reduce it to an A4 revision resource. Make sure 
you include key words and examples  

 Create a mind-map/spider-gram or clock revision for each 
chapter 

 Use resources on the Z drive to add to your class notes. 

 Create flashcards on each chapter  

 Learn the Key Word Glossary 

 Review all unit tests and add points from the mark scheme to 
you revision notes. 

 For book one, take existing questions and change the key 
component used and write the mark scheme. e.g. change 
Education to Transport. 
 

Research   Research further into topic areas using BBC website, specialist 
sports websites, twitter, broadsheet newspapers 

 Write notes from the examples set to you by Mr Wallbridge 

 Log in and read articles on the Sport Magazine 

 Use the Radio 4 Sport and the British podcasts to make notes.  
See the key list on the Z drive  

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage 
in independent research to fill them.  

 Use the case study podcasts on the Z-drive to support your 
notes. 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/physical-
education-h155-h555-from-2016/assessment/ 

 Look at AS Paper 2 papers too. 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars 
to ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them.  

 Use the questions at the end of each chapter for practice – 
create the mark scheme. 

 Practise writing AO1,2,3 sentences for the 10 markers 
 

 

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/assessment/


 
 
Physics  

Consolidation 
and Revision 
Tasks 

 Use revision booklets on the Z drive to add to your class notes. These 
can be found here Z:\Science\Physics\Year 12\Revision Notes for year 
12 and here Z:\Science\Physics\Year 13\Revision Notes for year 13. 

 Physics and Maths tutor provides easily accessed detailed notes and 
flashcards https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/physics-
revision/a-level-aqa/ . You should not need to produce your own 
notes and this is really a form of procrastination. 

 If you do still feel the need to make your own notes: 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail and 
organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Write a write a summary of each unit in your textbook (either on 
Kerboodle, your copy of the book or one of the copies available in the 
library  – reduce it to an A4 revision resource).  

 

Research   Listen to or watch university style lectures on …. YouTube or Open 
Yale Courses (https://oyc.yale.edu/courses) or Ted Talks 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage in 
independent research to fill them.  
 

Practice  Each lesson you have had has a homework made of past exam 
questions linked to it. These can be found on the shared area here 
Z:\Science\Physics\Year 12\1. Homework  for year 12 and here 
Z:\Science\Physics\Year 13\1 Homework for year 13. They should be 
printed out in advance and brought to private study. Answers are 
given to each of these. 

 After each piece of assessed work (required practicals), use advice 
given to improve your write-up.  

 If you are up to date on all homework tasks then there are revision 
past exam questions here Z:\Science\Physics\Year 12\2. Revision 
Extra Questions for year 12 and here Z:\Science\Physics\Year 13\2 
Revision Extra Questions for year 13. They should be printed out in 
advance and brought to private study. 

 Complete Isaac Physics Mastery tasks either from the book or from 
the website https://isaacphysics.org/books/physics_skills_14 

 If you are up to date on all homework tasks and all revision tasks 
then there are extension tasks here Z:\Science\Physics\Year 12\3. 
Revision Extension\AS (HK) for year 12 and here 
Z:\Science\Physics\Year 13\3 Revision Extension for year 13. They 
should be printed out in advance and brought to private study. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2012/Revision%20Notes
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2013/Revision%20Notes
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/physics-revision/a-level-aqa/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/physics-revision/a-level-aqa/
https://oyc.yale.edu/courses
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2012/1.%20Homework
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2013/1%20Homework
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2012/2.%20Revision%20Extra%20Questions
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2012/2.%20Revision%20Extra%20Questions
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2013/2%20Revision%20Extra%20Questions
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2013/2%20Revision%20Extra%20Questions
https://isaacphysics.org/books/physics_skills_14
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2012/3.%20Revision%20Extension/AS%20(HK)
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2012/3.%20Revision%20Extension/AS%20(HK)
file://///csgrammar.sharepoint.com@SSL/DavWWWRoot/sites/stu-sa/shared%20documents/Science/Physics/Year%2013/3%20Revision%20Extension


 
 
Product Design 

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Type up practical lesson. 

 Work through revision guide 1 and 2.  Flick and fetch 
information by reading the relevant chapter/section in the text 
book and then fill in your revision guide with as much 
information as you can recall. 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision. 

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of each revision section 

 Use resources in Z:\DT\KS5\PD\Theory Booklet to add to your 
class notes. 

 Create flashcards on each revision unit for both paper 1 and 
paper 2.  

 Draw diagrams for each manufacturing method to explain how 
products in that material are manufactured. 
 

Research   Watch ‘how it’s made clips’ for all manufacturing method in the  
revision guides. 

 Write notes from the following websites: 
www.technologystudent.com 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage 
in independent research to fill them.  
 

Practice  Do you have practical work that needs to be completed?  If so 
request to come and work in the Technology department. 

 After each chapter in your theory booklets practice the exam 
question provided.  

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions.  

 Write answers to practice papers. Research first to ensure best 
answers. Then start doing this in timed conditions when you feel 
confident.  

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars 
to ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Read the examiner’s report for the previous examinations to 
help you understand what pupils did we and missed. 

 Write a checklist of what you must include for each question.  

 Write your own questions and then answer them. Share these 
questions with fellow members of the class to let them practise. 

 Mark someone else’s practise paper with the mark scheme so 
you understand what should be included in an ideal answer. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes


 
 
Psychology  

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision  

 Write a write a summary of each double spread in your 
textbooks– reduce it to an A4 revision resource. Make sure you 
include key terms and 3/4 evaluation points.  

 Create a mind-map or spider-gram of each key area with A01 in 
the middle and 4 evaluation points around the sides.  

 Use resources on the Z drive to support your learning.  

 Create flashcards/ mind map for each unit.  

 Read through or print off and highlight the revision booklets for 
each exam paper:  
 Z:\BESS\Psychology\KS5\Revision booklets\A2.  

 Use the Psychboost – Learn Psychology website or Tutor2u 
videos tutor2u - YouTube to support your understanding in 
challenging topics. Research Digest (bps.org.uk) 
 

Research   Check Psych extra with extension tasks and various articles, 
films, books and podcasts to listen to.  

 See the folder on Z drive – ‘super curricular in psychology’. 

 Look at current psychological research and evaluate (google BPS 
research digest)  

 Complete the different home tasks relevant to the topics you are 
studying and/or for previous topics to aid revision.  
Z:\BESS\Psychology\KS5\Home tasks – try these  

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use advice given to plan or 
write a better answer. For example, rewrite essays or answers 
using the mark schemes, feedback or examiners reports. 

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers:   
Ensure you look at the mark scheme and examiners reports.  
AQA | AS and A-level | Psychology | Assessment resources 

 Plan answers to past or practice questions (more questions can 
be found in a folder on the Z drive or in your textbook).   There 
are also sample essays and guidance on how to write essays on 
there.  

 Research methods specifically needs 30% of your study time – 
use AS and A2 exam paper 2 from the AQA website and write 
answers and self-assess. 

 Study the mark schemes, assessment objectives and exemplars 
to ensure you know what examiners are looking for.  

 Prepare an essay plan for every topic. 

 Use past questions to create new questions on topics that 
haven’t yet been examined, make your own mark scheme. 
Work in groups – discuss answers! This is a very useful way to 
gain feedback and to think about different content that can be 
use for answers.  

 

  

https://psychboost.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe83jLdZ3PuqVwAHe6B3U2A
https://digest.bps.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/assessment-resources


 
 
Religious Studies  

Consolidation and 
Revision Tasks 

WIK 

 Consolidate notes after each lesson – rewrite with more detail 
and organise to make notes understandable for future revision 

 Write a write a summary of each lesson  –  reduce it to an A4 
revision resource. Make sure you include keywords, scholars 

 Create a mind-map/road map of topic and slot in the new 
knowledge – create a BIGGER PICTURE resource 
 

WIT 

 What is YOUR reaction to the arguments presented – Is it 
possible to describe God? Can we actually measure the pleasure 
an action creates in order to make moral decisions? 

 How would you explain your ideas to someone else? Write out a 
conversation – What questions might you have to answer? What 
might your answers be?  
 

Research   READ THE TEXTBOOK – read ahead – allow yourself time to 
digest/understand;  Understanding VERY COMPLEX ideas takes 
time – don’t just try to record and understand the material in 
lessons. (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/a-
mug-s-game) 

 Reflect on areas of weakness or gaps in knowledge and engage 
in independent research to fill them – what don’t you 
understand?  

 Use the Radio 4 website to find lectures and discussions on 
topics covered in the course - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl - there are 
subsections for both religion and philosophy 

 https://philosophybites.com/ - another excellent website to give 
you resources to help you deepen your understanding 

 There are other reading resources available from Mr Thomas in 
H2 – additional textbooks, books, articles, etc. 
 

Practice  After each piece of assessed work, use the mark sheet and 
support materials to improve your next essay 

 Look at the exam board website to find practice or past papers: 
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-
studies-h173-h573-from-2016/assessment/  

 Use the Chis and Sid Moral Sciences Club 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/351734258243747/) to test 
your thinking and application of ideas 

 Try explaining your ideas and understanding to others. Do you 
make sense? This is effectively teaching and it helps to deepen 
your own understanding. 

 
 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/a-mug-s-game
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/a-mug-s-game
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl
https://philosophybites.com/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/assessment/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/351734258243747/

