
Ref: 12/13/009/TH/JPR 
 
13th September 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian(s) 
 
‘The Religious Experience’ A level Religious Studies Conference – Thursday 1st December 2022 
 
I am writing to inform you about an opportunity for your child to attend an all-day conference in 
London that will help to support and extend their understanding of their A level Religious Studies 
course.  
 
Our A level students are encouraged to attend the conference to make the most of the experience, 
the guest speakers, exclusive video interviews and the resources provided. However, we will 
endeavour to enable students to access the materials and share their experiences afterwards with 
one another if they are unable to attend. 
 
The topics discussed will cover content from all three parts of the OCR A level. The conferences 
have changed their format following the pandemic. There will be one all day session for both year 
12 and year 13. The topics covered are all on the OCR A level syllabus.  While year 13s can certainly 
see this as a day for revising material already covered, for the year 12s, there is most likely to be 
content they have not covered in class but this will provide them with a good idea of what is to 
come for both the OCR A level but also in terms of the kind of experience they may encounter 
should they choose to go to university. The topics that will be covered are, on the philosophy side, 
religious experience and the nature of God and then a look at the nature of ethical choices and 
whether a divine figure is necessary. The conference will end with a debate in which the students 
offer their own considered opinions on whether the arguments for the existence of God are 
convincing or not. Far from being boring exam-cramming, or a solid day of lectures with limited 
relevance to the A Level course, these events are carefully tailored to the requirements of the A 
Level specifications and feature online quizzes, discussions, model essays, a debate (often with 
concurrent twitter poll) as well as Q&A sessions and short written activities plus university-style 
lectures from scholars named in the new specifications. 
 
The speaker is Dr Peter Vardy, vice-principal of Heythrop College, the specialist Philosophy and 
Theology college of the University of London, from 1998-2011, the author of bestselling textbooks 
“The Puzzle of Ethics” and “Ethics Matters” as well as some 14 other books. The conference is held 
on Thursday 1st December 2022 from 10 am until 3.30 pm. 
 
For the conference, accompanying members of staff will meet the students outside the venue 
(Central Baptist Church, Bloomsbury), at 9.45 am to register them. Students will be advised on 
travel to the venue as well as the school mobile phone number in case they need to contact the 
member of staff.  Students may stay in the venue to eat a packed lunch but will also be allowed out 
during the lunch break to buy food from shops in the immediate vicinity if needed. Please contact 
me directly if you do not wish to give permission for this. Students will also be expected to make 
their own way home at the end of the day and they must pay their own travel to and from the 
venue.  
 
The cost of the conference will be a non-refundable £20.00.  Payment must be made no later than 
Friday 7th October 2022. 
  



Please make payment using the School Online Payment system at www.scopay.com/csgrammar or 
by the Scopay app. By making this payment you are giving your child permission to attend this trip 
and to travel to and from the venue independently. 
 
We would not like any student to be excluded from this trip on financial grounds, therefore please 
contact the Finance Office in the strictest confidence.  
 
If you would like further information about the conferences, please feel free to visit the website at 
www.candleconferences.com  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 
Mr M Thomas 
Curriculum Leader Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics 
 
 

http://www.scopay.com/csgrammar
http://www.candleconferences.com/

